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S E R M O N 


LUKE x. 2. 


Therdfore aid he unto them, The harveſt truly is great, but 
the labourers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
3 that he would A Are lavourers into oe Har- 


IESE words, addiefſeld to the Eweüt, Aiſciples, 1 had 


been uttered by the lips of Immanuel. He delegates 
3 to negotiate in his name with the kingdoms of the 


world, the great harveſt, who had united their ſtrength 
in hoſtilities againſt him. To defeat the object of ſuch _ 


hoſtilities, Chriſt, particularly after his reſurrection, ac- 
commodates the arrangements of negotiation, to the na- 
ture and univerſality of the diſpute. Having intruſted 
the ſeventy with the outlines of the Treaty, which conſiſts 
of two leading terms, the courts to be addreſſed are the 
underſtandings and conſciences of men. By the firſt of 


thoſe terms, he enjoins them to proclaim pardon and 


friendſhip to the moſt rebellious ; by the ſecond, to threa- 
ten. the vengeance of their Court againſt. all who would 


reject ſuch overtures of reconciliation. To prove loyal 
to their truſt, all ſtations muſt be treated with fidelity and 


candour. They muſt equally avoid the craft of adulation, 
to diſarm the noble and civilized; as flinching, by timidity, 
from announcing to the favage the importance of their 
embaſſy. Whitherſoever the ſeventy, and ſucceſſors ſhould 
go, the obje& of their Cabinet muſt openly be avowed, 

if unwelcome to rebels, if perilous to ambaſſadors: both 


which, from Abel's days to our own, the circumſtances 


of the 'caſe have uniformly confirmed. Hence, verſe zd, 


e Go your ways; behold, I fend you forth as lambs | 


among wolves.” Knowing that fuch a pointed forenotice 
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of danger, and the importance of the'expedition, ſhould 


now, as in future ages, have intimidated his diſciples, our 


Lord 1s in the-text peculiarly emphatic : which, however, 


zs not ſo obvious from our verſion, as ſend forth ſhould, 


literally, have been rendered thru/# out. Hence we read, 
. Therefore ſaid he unto them, The harve/t truly is great, but 
the labourers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harveſt, that he would thruſt out labourers into his harveſt. 


The ſcope of this paſſage may be compriſed. under the 
following propoſitions, which we ſhall attempt to illuſtrate 
and apply. FIRST, That by reaſon of apparently unſur- 
mountable difficulties, many of the Lord's people are inti- 
midated from preaching the goſpel. SEconNDLY, That 
what is merely cifcumſtantially intimidating in thoſe dif- 
ficulties, may be ſcripturally obviated. THIRDLx, That 
there are important conſiderations connected with propa- 
gating the goſpel, which furniſh powerful motives to 

enforce the exhortation, Pray ye, &c. ER 


_ FirsT, By reaſon of apparently unſurmountable diff- 
culties, many of the Lord's people may be intimidated 
from preaching the goſpel; and the Myfteries to be ex- 
plored conſtitute a principal difficulty. Myſtery, in a 
religious acceptation, implies a truth revealed by God, 
which is beyond the penetration of our reaſon to diſcover, 
or fully to comprehend when it is revealed. The myſte- 
Ties of Revelation are Communicable, and Incommuni- 
cable. Incommunicable, as the being of God, the unity 
of nature, of power, and of will-in the Godhead ; the 
union of two natures in the Divine perſon of Chriſt ; 
ſovereignty of decrees, vemote prophecy, and the like. 
. Communicable, as that there is a God, a Trinity, two 
Natures united, and diſtin, in the perſon of Chriſt ; 
eternal decrees, an everlaſting covenant, various pro- 
phecies, unchangeable doctrines, the principles on which 
a ſinner is juſtified, an heaven and an hell; that there 
ſhall be a reſurrection and a general judgment; that the 
holy ſhall be happy, and ' the unholy miſerable through 
eternity; and that God is juſt in his procedure to both. 

Although ſuch myſteries are incomprehenſible to our 
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limited powers, to the Father of lights all his works are 


1 


known from the beginning. Hence, what we conſider 


impenetrable darkneſs in divine things, is but their ce- 
leſtial ſplendor dazzling our feeble intelle& almoſt unto 
very blindneſs. ' Therefore let us guard againſt infinuat- 


ing, that ſuch myſteries are obſcure in themſelves, and in. 


the underſtanding of the Godhead ; whereas it is the un- 
created ſublimity and effulgence of their nature which 


' preclude finite beings from approaching to ſcrutinize them. 


Will the wanton tribes of ſceptics deliberately lampoon 


thoſe myſteries * ? We glory that they are eternally re- 


moved from the comprehenſion of angels and men. Hence, 


while many of us may be intimidated from preaching the 


goſpel, becauſe of the myſteries of Revelation, we avail 
ourſelves of Paul's impreſſive dition to communicate our 
beheving admiration of them, O the depth of the riches 


both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! how unfearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out f.“ 


* We challenge thoſe ſons of reaſon, to analyze, on their own principles, a pile of 
graſs, a particle of ſand; to unfold the union and mutual operation of body and mind: 
ſtill they diſpute not the being, and conſiſtency of thoſe things whoſe ſubſtances and 


laws they cannot develop. Are the minuteſt ſubſtances in nature inexplicable even 


to adepts in Science—in nature, which God by his word commanded from nothing 
to exiſtence, ſketched by one daſh of his pencil to its variegated ſhades, ſupporting it 
ſtill, preſerving the ſymmetry of its parts, and which, by energy of the ſame word, 
ſhall again be remanded to its original nonentity ? how much more muſt that ſyſtem 
be myſterious, which received birth from eternity in the underſtanding of the God- 


head; which for thouſands of years has been uniformly verging to the pet fection of 


its deſign, and whoſe glorious effects ſhall keep pace in future with the very exiſtence 
of Jehovah! Then, upon your own principles, bluſh with repenting ſhame; ſtop 


the mad career of your ſcorn ; retract your unmanly thruſts at God's moral govern» - 


ment, and the myſteries of ſcripture. Once comprehend any thing, and then muſt 


it ceaſe to indicate the traces of Deity, Hence, by your reaſoning, he muſt ceaſe to 


be infinite, and his ways to be paſt finding out ; than which, he would ſooner ceaſe 
to exiſt, Is it poſſible, that the ſyſtems by which God hath revealed his wiſdom, 
power, goodneſs, and mercy, can be ſcrutably explored by created beings ? Impoſſi- 
ble. Doth not the great cloud of witneſſes, ariſing from prophecy and miracles, at- 
teſting at your bar, harmonize in the teſtimony to ſubſtantiate the inſpiration of 
ſcripture ? Do not the inviſible things of God from the creation of the world appear, 
being underſtood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead ? 
ſo that Atheiſts are without excuſe. Rom. i. 20. Viewing the circumſtances with 
candour, whether are the reaſonings of Sceptics, Infidels, Deiſts, and pretended Athe- 
iſts, leſs blaſphemous than philoſophical ? **'Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own con- 
ceit ? There is more hope of a fool than of him.” Prov. xxvi. 12. What, then, ſhall 
we ſay of thoſe ſons of reaſon, if they perſiſt to arraign the incomprehenſible God at 


the bar of their depraved and limited underſtanding? To do juſtice to the opinion 


which they conceive of their own importance, we deem ourſtlves bound to bid them 
adieu, in Job's addreſs to Zophar and his friends, till we have the controverſy de- 


eided before the judgment-ſeat of Chtiſt : No doubt but ye are the people, and 


wiſdom ſhall die with you.“ Job xii. 2 
f Rom. xi. 33. : 
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The limited capacity of human powers to illuftrate the 
myſteries of Revelation, may intimidate ſome believers 
from propagating the goſpel. Though much of the am- 
| biguity of diction be owing to the obſcurity of our ideas, 
yet our ideas, in many caſes, may be juſt and correct, 
whilſt poverty of language prevents us from communicat- 
ing them intelligibly: and our embarraſſment muſt uni- 
formly be analogous to the ſubject of diſcuſſion. Hence 
the perſonal and official character of Deity; the diſplay 
of infinite perfections in creation, providence, and grace; 
the guilt and miſery of human nature; the principles 
on which God is propitious; the realities, of a future 


world; being ſubjects 1 interwoven with preaching the goſ- 


pel, how incompetent is man for the taſk. Accordingly, 
tome believers of the moſt enlarged mind, declining the 
| barveit of Chriſt, may be ready to adopt the apology of 
the fon of Hilkiah, „Ah, Lord God, behold; cannot 


ſpeak, for I am a child 2 5 


The difficulties to which we are expoſed in ee 
the truth, may intimidate ſome believers from preaching 
the goſpel. Though all the human race be reduced to 
holy and profane, though the goſpel be the moſt philan- 
thropic 17 ſtem that ever appeared in the. world, and 
though its teachers endeavour to unite the tenderneſs of 
love with fidelity, yet how frequently is truth miſappre- 
hended. In illuſtrating doctrines and frames, the holy 
may be perplexed ; ; the profane treat vital religion with 
_ feorn : in delineating characters, the holy ſhun the con- 
folation peculiar to their ſtate; hypocrites abuſe the pro- 
miſes : in addreſſing conſcience, the holy may be diſcou- 
raged; the profane trritated againſt truth and their own 
intereſt : in maintaining diſcipline, the holy may be jea- 
lous of conniving partiality ; delinquents conſider them- 
felves deſpotically treated. Oppreſſed with many ſuch 
perplexitics, and breathing in a ſobbing ſigh, ** Who is 
ſufficient for theſe things? a variety of diſintereſted con- 
- fiderations admoniſh faithful miniſters to conceal in a 
bleeding heart, the convolutions of their ſorrow, 1mitat- 
Ing in their demeanour the tacit grief of a weaned child f. 


bs Jerem, i. + Pal. cxxxi. 2. 


1 


apprehended or repreſented. Their faithful diſcharge of 


duty is ſtiled harſnneſs; their open reproof of ſin, male- 


volent imprudence; their firmneſs, obſtinacy; their ap- 
plication in retirement, monaſtic; their occaſional reſerve, 
haughtineſs; their holy walk, moroſeneſs ; their open- 
neſs, levity; their affability is frequently abuſed ; their 


What torrents of calumny, {ſwelled into billows of invec- 
tive, daſh againſt true miniſters! Hence, ſhould they 
eſcape the cenſure of believers, which is not always the 
caſe, are they not to endure the croſs, not ſeldom even 
to death, imbittered by the invented aggravations of devils 
and wicked men“? We naturally recoil at danger. Hence 
the anticipation of trials rendered Moſes obitinately re- 
luctant to undertake the | emancipation of Ifrael; while 
the furnace of perſecution had extorted theſe unadviſed 
words from Jeremiah, Then I ſaid, I will not make 
mention of him, nor ſpeak any more in his a ” 


© Unſucceſsfulneſs i in winning fouls, may ;nelcoddans oh 
believers from preaching the goſpel. ** Who hath be- 
lieved our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed | ??? is a complaint familiar to the meſſengers of 
grace in every age. How unconcerned are the bulk of 
men tor their laſting intereſts! Coming to the ſanctuary, 
irom any motive but the love of the truth that they might 
be ſaved, or reading the ſcriptures from any diſpoſition 
but a defire for inſtruction, they palm contradictions on 


* In eſtabliſhing Miſſions among the heathen, many difficulties, beſides, muſt be 
encountered. To acquire foreign languages, blameleſsly conforming to eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms, ſecuring the confidence of volatile minds, committing life to ſavage protec- 
tion, reproving ſenſual habits, ſimplifying religious truths to infantile ideas, ſubmit- 
ting to the hardſhips of clime and accommodation, maintaining, amidſt a variety of 
temptations, the purity of an heir of glory, can only ber accompliſhed by a copious 


Chriſtians to idolatry, as diſſuading ſavage nations from their brutal divinities. 
* Wherefore 1 will yet plead with you, ſaith the Lord, and with your childrens 
children will I plead. For paſs over the iſles of Chittim, and ſee; and ſend unto 
Kedar, and conſider diligently, and fee if there be ſuch a thing. Hath a nation 
changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my. people have changed their glory, 
for that which' doth not profit : be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly 
afraid, be ye deſolate, ſaith the Lord. For my pcople have committed two evils : 
they have forſaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out ciſterns, 
broken ciſterns that can hold no water,” Jerem. ii. 9—T4- 

7 Jerem. XX. 9 7 Iſa. Iiii. I. 


Nor is candour, in every circumſtance, the medium 
through which the motives and actions of miniſters are 


indications of merited regard are aſeribed to partialiry. h; 


enjoyment of the wiſdom and love of Jeſus. Nor is it fo arduous perſuading nominal 
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hence lamentably exemplify the deſcription of inſpiration. 


future ſtate, nor yet from what accumulated variety of 


1 T4) 
the bible, convert the turn of an expreſſion in the ſpeaker 
to a ſtumbling- block, or hold up the miſcarriages of be- 
lievers as a diſpenſation to their crimes and vices; and 


But if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them that believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
them?.“ The oppoſite effects produced by the goſpel, 
and the concern they excite in faithful miniſters, Paul, 
from experience, repreſents in a ſtriking light, referring 
the ſubject, in the form of a queſtion too delicately im- 
portant for himſelf to decide. We are unto God a ſweet 
ſavour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them that 
periſh; to the one we are the ſavour of death unto death; 
and to the other the ſavour of life unto life: and who is 
ſufficient for theſe things F ??* Such declarations muſt al- 
ways ſolemnize, and frequently overwhelm a philanthropic 
miniſter. + TN 5 55 
Methinks I converſe with his views and feelings ſetting 

about his pulpit preparations. Supplicating what meſſage 
the Lord intends for his hearers, and being officially pre- 
pared, he approaches the afſembly with trembling ſteps. 
Proceeding under the influence of ſanctified reverence, 
becoming a worm of the duſt, and the capacity in which 
he appears, the honour of the Deity, the importance of 
truth, the value of ſouls» ſome to be comforted others to 
be rouſed, ſome hardening themſelves and others ſinning 
on to the laſt flying moments of their ſeaſon of grace, 
mutually and alternately revolving in his ſolemnized 
mind, I pretend not to deſcribe his affecting views of a 


ſorrow he pours out his heart in-retirement, having with- 
drawn from the gates of Zion. Thus deeply intereſted, 
other official duties render him active through the week. 
Expecting fruit, he concernedly ſurveys as he moves 
along: but, a few ſcattered appearances of flow vegeta- 
tion excepted, his mind is peculiarly overcaſt, —the more 
numerous plants in his department of the vineyard exhi- 
biting the periſhing aſpect of moral ſterility. Perplexedly 
_ diſcouraged, he retires to the field of meditation, whilſt 


„ iv. © 


4 2 Cor. ii. 15, 


1 9 1 


his penſive reflection ſuggeſts a plenitude of ideas Pregs 
nant with anguiſh ſurpaſſing deſcription. 

Peradventure he will employ the aid of foRioquy to diſ- 
doſe the bitterneſs of his heart ; which may we be allow- 
ed to conjecture? Am I a child of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus? Has mine eye been ſingle in aſſuming the 
office? Do I devote myſelf wholly to the duties of my 
truſt? Do I ardently love ſouls? Is the coming of Chriſt's 
kingdom' my defire and prayer? How then is the heaven 
over my head braſs, and the earth that is under me iron? 
O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep day and night for the ſlain of 
the daughter of my people. Look down from heaven, O 
Lord, and behold from the habitation of thy holineſs, and 
of thy glory : where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength, the 
ſounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies towards me? 
are they reſtrained * ?? Having, in throbbing accents, 
aſter this manner diſcharged the heavings of his ſoul, his 
rain of reflection leads him to take an impartial view of 
the folemnly conſpicuous ſtation in which his office ſhall 
pings him at judgment and See eternity 
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Hence, the account to be rendered of the minifiey; 1 may 
intimidate ſome believers from preaching the goſpel. We 


gion only, but alſo for doctrine, diſcipline, love to, and 
rigilancy over their flock. Hence the admonition, Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves; 
or they watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give an 
", Wiccount : that they may do it with; joy and not with grief: 
of er that is unprofitable for you J. - Theſe words pointing 


improper that we advert to ſome circumſtances connected 
vith them; and as many of the miniſters of Chriſt, in 
ea ſons of deſpondency, conſign themſelves to the doom 
ok the hireling, we muſt, however reluctantly, touch 


truths, he conceals his genuine ſentiments in the ſophiſtry 
of diftion, or by effrontery openly explodes them.—Ad- 
dreſſing characters, he ſhuns to be explicit, leſt he may 


Dent. zxviti, 23, Jerni. is, x, 2. Ia, Klii. x5. + 2 Cor. v. 10: f Heb. xiii. 17. 


— 4 Fay 22 : . 

- — — wy _ — — ” ** 8 2 — — 4 — - 
= 1 RE = — . . SEE — — — 
. 5 As — 11 — * — — 27 * * 3 — 

„ 

. — , 

by — had — oO 
I 


mult all appear before the judgment- ſeat of Chriſt f. In 
that appearance, miniſters account not for perſonal reli- . 


it two oppoſite accounts of the miniſtry, it may not be 


won ſome features in his character.—Illuſtrating eſſentia!l 
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8 B 
either offend, or expoſe to open reprehenſion the known 
inconſiſtencies in his own behaviour. In maintaining dif. 
cipline, he is neither tender nor faithful. Admiring the 
rotundity of periods, which he may have compoſed by 
the induſtry of plagiariſm, he is jealouſly watchful leſt 
the word of God ſhould obtain any conſpicuous advan- 
tage in his ſermons. -Maintaining the dignity of human 
nature, he virtually rejects Chriſt as the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs *. Extolling fincere obedience, he art- 
fully endeavours to fruſtrate the grace of God in the juſti- 
fication of a ſinner f. Metamorphoſing legal, heathen 
morality, for true holineſs ; urging his audience to work 
out their own ſalvation with fear and trembling ; he crimi- 
nally withholds, that it is God who works to. will and to 
do of his good pleaſure 1. Nor does experimental religi- 
on eſcape his public frown. Cautioning his people againſt 
harbouriag ſuch a gueſt, he conſiders himſelf the pattern 
of moderation, when baptizing it with a ſneer, the devots- 
ed offspring of fanaticiſm: while the liberality of his 
mind permits him uniformly to ſupplicate for the church 
to which he belongs, or the denomination by whoſe creed 
he is diſtinguiſhed. When paſtoral duties ſhould occupy 
his care, neglecting the poor of his flock, he cringes to 
the rich; attends their parade of amuſement ; liſtens ob- 
ſequiouſiy at their table to the turn of converſation, how- 
* ever contrary to the purity of his order : Does he not alſo, 
circulating the jovial glaſs, join the chorus of the drunk 
ard's ſong ? or the farm and market are graced with hi 


preſence, while the ſtudy and cloſet are lamenting his ab p. 

| ſence. Peradventure ſome of his flock go before him t cc 

| eternity. He dies alſo. Impenitent? If the blind lead tt 

| the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch .““ Still there is in 

| ſuſpenſion of the full retribution, till the fruits of hg} Vc 

| miniſtry in thoſe he left behind, or in their children in 
| children, are arrived at maturity; ;. till the laſt generatio 
of mankind are ripe for eternity; and till the wheels o 

nature have accompliſhed their laſt circumvolution. tel 

Hark ! the laſt trump awakes him, and his flock, fron] te! 

their ſilent folds. He approaches the great white throne de, 

as their leader, to render his account. _ Preſenting hi_ 1s 

Ou: 


doctrine and example, his flock e in the effect 
* Rom. x. 4. f Gal. ii. 21. f Phil. ii. 12, 13. | Matt. xv. 14. 


— 2 ————— 


Ci. | 


produced on them by both, he is proved an hireling; ; he 


ſtands aghaſt ; the doom in ancient prophecy is verified | 


in his caſe. © But if the watchman ſee the ſword come, 
and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warn- 
ed: if the ſword come and take any perſon from among 


them, he is taken away in his iniquity : but his blood will 


I require at the watchman's hand *.” With what an in- 
dignant frown ſhall the Judge diſmiſs from the bar ſuch 
a watchman, and the unholy of his flock ! What ſhall be 
their mutual diſpoſitions, commencing their proceſſion, en- 
tering the regions of hell, and ſuſtaining endleſs wo, is 


not the proving of a finite being either to conceive or de- 


{cribe. , 
Although the true miniſters of Chriſt ſhall never be 
condemned, yet, from the extenſive view which their im- 


proved and illuminated underſtandings have of divine 
truth, of the value of ſouls, of the account to be judicial- 
ly balanced between paſtor and people, and of the realities 
of a future ſtate, how frequently, in ſeaſons of darkneſs, 


unbelief, and temptation, do they conſider all the threats 
in ſcripture, denounced againſt ' miniſters, who live and 


die under the guilt of a Saviour crucified afreſh, the guilt 
of murdered truths, murdered gifts, and murdered ſouls | 


of men, collected in one tremendous cloud, fulminated 
by the voice of Omnipotence, louder than the thunder of 
the ſky, burſting around their devoted heads, flaſhing 


damnation into their conſciences, and hurling them to 


everlaſting flames. Accordingly, ſuch of the Lord's 
people as are directing their views to the miniſtry, having 


concerns of this nature crowding into their anxious minds, 


though not contrary to their prevailing deſire, are yet, 
in ſome reſpects, thruſt out into the harveſt. To endea- 
vour ſcripturally to obviate what is merely circumſtantial 
in the difficulties pointed out, ee the 


Suben Branch of our ſubject. That tiere ard my 1 


teries in Revelation that human faculties are incompe- 
tent to explore them—that hardſhips muſt be endured in 
declaring the truth—that want of ſuccels in the miniſtry 
is diſcouraging—and that the account to be rendered of 
our ſtewardſhip is ſolemn; we readily acknowledge. Nor 


* Ezek. xxxill, 6. 
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1s it intended to attempt extenuating their eſſential im- 
portance, but ſcripturally to obviate the collateral circum- 


ſtances which rengler them intim data to the people of 
God. 


FigsT, There are myſteries t to anions. Are we not 
ſatisfied, that thoſe myſteries are divine? that we cordially 
embrace them, without attempting to comprehend them ? 
elſe we virtually eſpouſe the notion of the ſceptic. -** Canſt 
thou by ſearching find out God? canſt thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection? It is high as heaven, what 


_. canſt thou do? deeper than hell, what canſt thou know? 


The meaſure thereof is longer than” the earth, and broader 
than the ſea. If he cut off, or ſhut up, or gather together, 
who can hinder him? For he knoweth vain men; he ſeeth 
' wickedneſs alſo : will he not then conſider it? For vain 
man would be wiſe : though man, be born as the wild aſs's 
colt *.” Hence, in exploring truth, we ſhould conſider 
the limits competent to finite beings ; ; otherwiſe we may 
neglect, as beneath our notice, what is level to our ca-. 
pacity ; perplex ourſelves in fruitleſs inveſtigation ; and 
afford the deſpiſers of revealed religion cauſe to exult, 
when they perceive our vanity and zeal equally mortified 
and expoſed. How many myſteries has God revealed in 
his word, which, in their very nature, are not ſo much 
intended for diſcuſſion, as to exhibit a connected view of 
the principles by which he regulates creation, providence, 
and grace. Accommodating itſelf: to our infantile capa- 
city, the ſcripture is but the outline of thoſe three grand 
departments, which, to underitand ſatisfactorily, is re- 
ſerved for the light of eternity, and the maturity of our 
faculties. Becauſe God, in condeſcenſion, has given us an 
outline of his works and deſigns, and of our relation to him, 
ſhall that condeſcenſion render one claſs of men ſceptical, 
and another prying ? Ingratitude | But the human mind 
arrogantly purſues myſteries and futurities. And how 
ſinfully perplexed are ſome even of the Lord's people oc- 
caſionally thus employed; whereas the incomprehenſibility 
of God and his works conſtitutes one Principal ſource of 
our eternal joy. 5 

To correct prying curioſity, the ſcripture abounds with 


# Job, xi. 7—13« | 


is }- l 
prohibitions, of which the caſe of Iſrael, in many inſtan- 
ces, is a ſtriking exemphfication *. Hence the concluſion 


of the ſon of Amram, the ſecret things belong unto the 


Lord our God: but thoſe things which are revealed be- 
long unto us f.“ Accordingly, the church is warned 
againſt ſuch as pretend to the inveſtigation of myſteries. 


Beware leſt any man ſpoil you through philoſophy and 


vain deceit; after the tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Chriit—Intruding into 
thoſe things which he hath not ſeen, vainly puft up by 


his fleſhly mind f.“ How explicitly revealed are man's 


* Sinai was the firſt viſible throne whence Jehovah unvailed his ſplendor to Iſrael; 
but was not that ſplendor, greatly concealed by a cloud ? And while Moſes is called 
up to mediate for them, they are prohibited on pain of death to approach the mount. 
To accommodate their itinerary circumſtances, Moſes is commanded to rear a Taber- 
nacle and an Ark, forming a Court and Throne, whence the God of Abraham would 
communicate his legiſlative and propitiatory glory: whilſt every article of internal 


furniture muſt be concealed from the camp. This fabric being reared, certain from 


the tribe of Levi were admitted to the Court, while the Throne was acceſſible to the 
high prieſt excluſively, and that but once a year. Even Moſes durſt not approach 
the Ark. By the cloud, which conſtituted God's viſible robe, from which he audibly 
communicated his will, and which he had transferred from Sinai to his portable Court 


and Throne, the marches and encampments of the church were regulated. For when 
he would have his Court and Throne pitched or ſtruck, the attitude of the cloud pro- 


claimed the ſignal ; ſtill the enfigns of divine royalty are under ſeal. When the Phili- 
ſtines removed this 'Throne from its native Court, men thence concluding that its 
honour had departed. Dagon falling before it, the Bethſhemites looking into it, and 
Uzzah touching it with his hand, had experienced by ſudden death, that God is un- 
changeable, and that the ſecrets of his Cabinet ſhall not he pryed into with impu- 
nity : of which, the circumſtances of Solomon's Temple exhibit a further illuſtration. 
Have the figures of good things been ſo profoundly concealed ? As Chriſt, by his ad- 
vent and goſpel, has diſcloſed the typical-myſteries of the Aaronic diſpenſation ; as he 
has conſtituted his people kings and prieſts, and, by his own blood, has obtained accefs 
for us to the holieſt of all; with what reverence ſhould we imitate the ſolemnity of 
the high pricſt, when he approached the Ark on the anniverſary atonement ! See 


Exod, xix—xl. Num. iv. Joſh, iii. 1 Sam. vvi. 2 Sam. vi. I Kings vii. Heb, viii. 


IX. X. 

Early did man deſire to become omniſcient. On chat rock commenced the ſhip- 
wreck of mankind. Ye ſhall be as gods, Gen. iii. 5, Why was not the ſophiſtry of 
the reaſoning, as gods, detected? Becauſe our progenitors would be ade cee ? In 
that reſpe& we are after their image. The reverence with which holy angels wait 
for the knowledge of myſteries, is worthy of imitation. They know the importance 
of myſteries, and the province of their own underſtandings. While they deſire new 
diſcoveries from the unfoldings of the ſcheme of grate, they ſubmit their underſtand- 
ings to the providence and Spirit of God, the mutual interpreters in the church for 
diſcloſing the myſteries of inſpiration. Eph. iii. 8 13. I Pet. i. 12. Our Lord, 
whoſe human nature of all created intelligences muſt enjoy the greateſt intimacy with 
the ſecrets of Deity, m_ rebukes the Proing arrogance of his diſciples, frankly de- 
claring, that, as man, his knowledge did not furniſh him with the period at which 
the day of judgment ſhould commence, ſor which they eagerly ſolicited information. 
* But of that day, and of that hour, knoweth no man; no, not the angels which are 
in heaven; neither the Son, but the Father.” Mark xiii. 32. And ſhall not the de- 
ference of holy angels, and of our Lord's human nature, reſpecting the deep things of 
God, convince every oneꝰ of us, that finite capacities ſhould, and mult be ſatisfied, both 
in time and eternity, with a competent, but imperſect knowledge of myſteries? 

4 a 17 Deut. xxix. 29. ; p j Cal. ii. 8. 18. 
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muſery and falvation,—the principal ſubjects for pul pit dil. 
cuſſion; while ſimplicity i is enjoined. + And the Lord 
e me, and ſaid, Write the viſion, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it“.“ 
Hence, while miniſters ſhould be wholly devoted to the 
duties of their truſt, with what filial reverence and ſim- 


plicity of heart, whether exploring the myſterious or leſs 
intricate parts of inſpiration, does it become us to commit 


the direction of our intelle& to the holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
prerogative it is to unfold what he deems neceſſary to re- 
veal of the myſteries concealed beyond the ſtretch of our 
natural penetration, Nor do we by this ſurrender, as 
ſome proudly aſſert, make a ſacrifice of our underſtand- 
ing, but of its deluſive, deteſtable pride: and having 
made this ſacrifice, we exult that not a particle of our 
rationality is loſt, Then we become ſenſible, that our 
mind drops its diſeaſe, not its vigour ; - Its meanneſs, not 
its dignity; its bondage, not its freedom. Which leads 


10 


Obviate what is merely circumſtantial in the ſcruples 
ariſing from our limited capacities to develop the myſte- 
ries of Revelation. Of the different ſources which con- 
tribute to ſupply us in the preſent caſe, we avail ourſelves 
principally of the diſplays of God's wiſdom, by the means 
employed in the church to promote the intereſt of religion, 
The wiſdom of God, in this reſpect, obſervably com- 
menced, by employing longevity in the antediluvian 
church, to keep pure the tradition of divine truth, as a 
written revelation had not been granted. The ſame mean, 
to a certain degree, was continued from Noah to Moſes. 
And of Moſes it is very obſervable, that before he is qua- 
lified to emancipate and govern Iſrael, he muſt, by learn- 
ing humility in the Arabian deſert, forget that by adoption 
he had been called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter. Nor 
is the wiſdom of which we ſpeak leſs conſpicuous in the 
laws and viciſſitudes by which Iſrael was governed till the 


advent of Meſhah : the circumſtances of whoſe nativity, 


and thoſe of propagating his goſpel, exhibit that wiſdom 


in meridian ſpiendor. Jeſus, to be born in magnificence, 
did not pen when the-tribe of Judah and the houſe of 
| ; Hab. it, 2. 
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David flouriſhed in royal and political glory; but when 
David's houſe was nearly extinct, and the ſceptre trem- 
bling in the hand of Judah. Born in a low condition, 
rich and poor had acceſs to his company. Nor did he 
propagate his goſpel by angels, as, from the caſe of John“, 
their celeſtial brightneſs might dazzle us to undue vene- 
ration. The treaſure is put in earthen veſſels f. Nor are 
theſe, in general, from the nobles of the earth, as they 
might behave haughtily, and- as their ſecular influence 
might contribute to proſelyte more than the evidence of 
truth rationally operating on the underſtanding and con- 
ſcience. For every man, however little, makes a figure 
in his own eyes. Accordingly, though the firſt preachers 
of the goſpel had been called from the meaneſt occupa- 
tions, of what importance did they conſider themſelves. 
Hence Peter, in name of the reſt, ſaid unto Jeſus, ** Be- 
hold, we have forſaken all, and followed thee; what 
ſhall we have therefore | ??? To obtain humble, is more 
difficult than able, labourers. *©** Therefore God openeth 
the ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruction. That he 
may withdraw man from his purpoſe, and hide pride from 
man $.” Accordingly, we may obſerve of the Lord's 
people in the miniſtry, and thoſe otherwiſe promoting the 
intereſts of religion, men of different ſtations and talents. 
Conterring what they poſſeſs of either, he has a juſt claim 
on their exertion; which 1s evinced by the arrangements 
of his wifdom in every age. Hence Moſes is called to 
deliver and govern Iſrael, being taught the accomplith- ' 
ents of Pharaoh's court, and deep humility i in the habit 
of a ſhepherd, during the exile of forty years; Eliſha from 
the plow [|{|; David from the ſheep-foldf?; Amos from the 
herdſmen of Tekoa FF ; the firſt preachers from fiſhing 
boats and tolls of cuſtom$; Saul from the feet of Gama- 
liel ff; Luke from among the phyſicians ** ; Zenas from 
among the lawyers ; while Apollos adds grace to the 
whole . In this group of different talents and ſtations, 
ſo illuſtrative of the wiſdom of God in the ſelection of in- 
ſtruments to promote the intereſt of religion, “the foot 


cannot 270 Becauſe I am not ne hand, 1 am not of the 
body 12 . 8 
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Drs. and acquired talents are of God; for he aw 
is perfe& reaſon. Hence, we ſhould prize them when 


properly directed; but if abuſed, while they prove inju- 


rious to mankind, God, deſpiſing them, honours the 
meaneſt inſtruments to accompliſh the moſt valuable pur- 


poſes : which is forcibly illaftrated in the firſt chapter of 


firſt Corinthians. Accordingly, valuable as we allow na- 
tural endowments to be, a mind ſubdued by grace, poſ- 
ſeſſing a competency of knowledge, bids fairer for being 
uſeful in the miniſtry, than an elevated genius, cultivated 
by ſcience, however orthodox in ſpeculative. theology, if 
a ſtranger to experimenral religion. And .to convince all 
intelligent worlds, that the end of preaching is not ſo 
much to explore myſteries, as, by ſimple truths, to brin 

Chriſt and finners-to a vital union, thoſe even of the 
Lord's people in the miniſtry, -pofſefling the moſt ſhining 
parts, by which, undeſignedly, they exceed the capacity 
of the bulk of their hearers, are not always the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful. * To the poor the goſpel is preached *.” Are 
not the poor, for the moſt part, ſtrangers to metaphyſical 
reaſoning? Hence they cannot derive much benefit from 
ſermons, however evangelically compoſed, if Chriſt and 


fin be not clearly and fimply repreſented. While, there- 


tore, the goſpel diſpenſation preſents a conſpicuous thea- 


tre, on which the moſt brilliant talents may illuſtrouſſy 
ſhine, we are perſuaded that exploring myſtery is not the 
object of preaching, — that the world, by philofophic wit- 
dom, knew not, cannot know God; and that nothing 
but the doctrines of the croſs, plainly, rationally, and im- 


Portunately declared, have been, and, in ordinary cafes, 


ever ſhall be, countenanced by the Spirit i in drawing men 
to the Saviour. Hence Paul's exemplification of his own 
manner, and I, brethren, when I came among you, 
came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, de- 
elaring unto you the wiſdom of God. For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him- crucified. Now we have received, not the ſpirir of 
the world, but the ſpirit which is of God; ; that we might 


know the things that are freely given to us of God: which, 


things alſo we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wil- 
dom teacheth, but which the OE Ghoſt teacheth; com- 
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paring ſpiritual things with - ay 4. And what com- 
| . 


mentary can more elucidate divine truth, than producing 
the evidence of one part of itſelf, to confirm the teſtimony 
witneſſed by another ? How, then, comes it to paſs, that a 


ſermon is not deemed faſhionably compoſed, whoſe prin- 


cipal ornaments are derived from inſpiration? Becauſe, 
the bible being antiquated, do our hearers beſt underſtan 


- 


our own diftion ? This is virtually aſſerting, that the holy 


Ghoſt, who inſpired the ſcriptures, is incapable of elegant 
compoſition. Blaſphemous ! Rather, let truth be acknow- 
ledged, we are neceſſitated to abound in the dialect of 
Aſhdod, not being fluent in the Jews? language f. Is any 
language fitter than that'of ſcripture, to preach Chriſt 
crucified to immortal ſouls? _ „ 
When we hear frothy diction, rendered ſtill more nau- 
ſeous by theatrical geſture; Chriſt's perſonal and official 
glory, if at all, but dimly ſeen; are we not ready to con- 
clude, that the goſpel is either a cunningly deviſed fable, 
or the ſpeaker a diſguiſed comedian, exhibiting a farce 
from the pulpit ? Why deſpiſe the manly; graye, pathetic 
language and addreſs, which our office and theme, of all 


others, are ſo eminently calculated to inſpire? which 
every thinking perſon expects, and every believer defires, 


from the pulpit and the man, who, addrefling God, and 


immortal ſouls in his name, is of Adam's offspring on 


earth moſt ſolemnly intereſted to a& for eternity : indeed 


it is not to be wondered at, that ſuch believers as con- 


template oratory in the mirror of faſhion, if not conſcious 
of poſſeſſing talents which place them on equal terms with 


their celebrated contemporaries, may be intimidated from 


preaching the goſpel l. Whether is this diffidence, or 
| ® Cor. ii. F. 2. 12, kz. + Neh. xii, 23. 44. | 

{| Is it urged in defence of elegant compoſition, © that the preacher ſought to find 
out acceptable words.“ Ecc. xii. 10, 11. That a ſlovenly ſpeaker is a difgrace to any 


ſubject; efpecially the goſpel, is readily granted. Nay, ſimple elegance is both deſir- 


able and attainable in preaching the goſpel; but let that elegance be founded on the 
intrinſic excellence of the goſpel itſelf, and not on the faſhionable taſte of the ungod- 
ly. But having interrupted the royal preacher, let him finiſh his ſentence, that we 
may aſcertain the quality af his acceptable words; © and that which was written was 


upright, even words of truth. The words of the wiſe are as goads, and as nails faſten- 


13% 


ed by the maſters of aſſemblies, which are given from one ſhepherd.“ Such words 


being conſonant to truth, are acceptable to God, and his people ; but who will aſſert 
that they are acceptable to carnal men? as, like nails driven by an hammer, they 
pierce through the vitals of our luſts and idols. Accordingly, when the Spirit em- 
ploys- his word; by the preaching of tlie goſpel, to break the ſtony heart, Jerem. xxiii. 
29. ſinners, at the firſt, are exaſperated: againſt God, and truth, and the inſtrument 
of their conviction, 4 Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? I hate Micaiah, for he 
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pride #- Can it be ſtiled ſanctified humility? Or is ther 


not reaſon to conjecture, that the fear of man, which 


bringeth a ſnare; as much as our reverence for truth, and 
our conſciouſneſs of imbecility, obtains in the preſent 
caſe? Are we not led to infer, that Moſes? diflidence to 


undertake the deliverance of Iſrael from Egyptian bond- 


age, proceeded as much from anticipation of the reproach 


o men, as the ſolemnity of the work? Having diſpleaſed 
the Lord, ſhall we act his part, notwithſtanding his re- 
proof being recorded for our admonition? * And the 
Lord faid unto. him, Who hath made man' s mouth, or 
who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or dhe 
blind! ? Have not | the Lord wy” 1 | 


We proceed to conſider the difficulties to bo encounter- 
ed in diſcharging official duties. In this world ye ſhall 
have tribulation f.“ * Yea, and all who will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution 1.“ Hence, till the 
feed of the woman, and that of the ſerpent, be reconciled, 
there is no alternative; we mult take up the croſs, or periſh 
with the wörld &. Io perſuade us that the croſs is una- 
voidable, Chriſt, leaving us an example, bore it in every 
form, with fortitude and patience. ** I gave my back to 
the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair: I hid not my face from ſhame and fpitting ||.” 
Hence the admonition, ©* Remember the words that I ſaid 
unto you, The ſervant is not greater than his Lord J.“ 
&« Therefore conſider him that endured ſuch contradiction 


of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied and faint in 


your minds “.“ Hear his benediction, Bleſſed are ye 


doth not propheſy good concerning me, but evil.” x Kings xxi. 20. xxii. 9. The 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God.“ Romans viii. 7. The inceſtuous pair, becauſe 


he reproved them, beheaded the Baptiſt. Mark vi. 17—30. Was it not for declar- 


ing truth that the Jews hated our Lord: ? John viii. 40. Sinners, when arreſted, be- 


ing ſtrangers to holineſs, ſurrender more from terror than love. It is ſome time after 
a day of power has ſavingly taken hold of us, that God, and his people, and the doc- 
trines of his word, are acceptable to our underſtandings, conſciences, and affections. 


The ſhadow of the goſpel, deeorated with excellency of ſpeech and wiſdom, obtains 


the blandiſhment of earnal men, while the divine eloquence of the prophets, of God 
manifeſt in the fleſh, and of his apoſtles, was deſpiſed, and gave offence, when em- 


| ployed to repreſent the ſpirituality and purity of truth, and to expoſe and reprove the 
. wices and hypocriſy ef their hearers. Hence the ſpeaker, whole eloquence renders 
him moſt acceptable to unconverted men, becauſe, generally, he dwells on the ſurface 


of negative holineſs, is moſt contemptible to God, and godly men. Ye cannot ſerve 


> God and Mammon.” Matthew vi. 24. 


* Exod. iv. 11. + John xvi. 33. + 2 Tim, ili. 12. $ Gen. iii. 14, 15. Lake X1% 
27. | Ia. 1 . 6. 7 John x xv. 20. 1 xii. 3. 
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3 „ 
when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall _ 
ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my. ſake: - 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your re- 
ward in heaven: for fo perſecuted they the prophets 
which were before you *,? While this benediction em- 
braces all his people, let the faithful miniſters of Jelus 
hear his peculiar promiſe to them, including all of a like 
nature; Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world f. That the preſence of Chriſt not only 
ſupports his miniſters enduring the hardſhips connected 
with the diſcharge of their office, but alſo enlivens perſonal 
religion, in their own ſouls, incorporating the triumphs of 
eternal glory with their ſentiments, enjoyments, and ex- 
pectations, we adduce the teſtimony of an apoſtle to ſub- 
ſtantiate. J reckon that the ſufferings of the preſent 
time are not worthy to be.cm 2pared with the glory which 
ſhall be revealed inaus. Therefore we glory in tribula- 
tion alſo, knowingfthat addon Wessen patience; and 
patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts, by the holy Ghoſt which is given to 
us—Now, thanks be unto God, who always cauſeth us to 
triumph in Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his 
knowledge by us in every place .' | 
Thus animated by Chriſt's preſence and grace, love to 
men ſhould reconcile us to the croſs. Hence Paul de- 
clares, I endure all things for the elect's ſakes, that they 
alſo may obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with 
eternal glory $.” Accordingly, though the Corinthian 
and Galatian churches, which he had planted afterwards, 
queſtioned his apoſtolic authority and commiſſion, yet he 
{till loved them, which he communicates to the former 
with emotions of integrity and warmth. In all things 
approving ourſelves as the miniſters of God, in much 
patience, in afflictions, in, neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in 
ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in 
watchings, in faſtings, by pureneſs, by knowledge, by 
long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the holy Ghoſt, by love 
unfeigned. By the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand and on 


Y Matt, v. 1, T2, + Matt. xxviii. 20. f Rom. viii, 18. v. 3—6. 2 Car. i 14. 
$ 2 Tim. ii. 10. 
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by honour and diſhonour, by ex report, 


the left : and 
good report; as deceivers and yet true: as unknown and 
yet well known ; as dying, and, behold, we live; as 
Chaſtened, and not killed: as ſorrowful, yet always re-' 
joicipg; as poor, yet making many rich: as having no- 

thing, yet poſſeſſing all things. O ye Corinthians, qur 
mouth is opened untoyou, our heart is enlarged, ye are nat 
ſtraitened in us, but ye are ſtraitened in your own bowels. 
Now for a recompence in the ſame, (I ſpeak as unto my 
children,) be ye alſo enlarged *.” What benevolent 
ſentiments are here exprefied by he man who once breath- 
ed nothing but laughter! Then you who love God and 
man, go and do likewiſe. Halt not between two opinions. 
Shriak not from the banner of the croſs. Or ſhall your 
ſupineneſs leave room to conjecture that the loye of Chrilt, 
though dwelling in'you, has yet, to impreſs inviticibleneſs 
on your renewed nature? Taking unto you the whole 
armour of God, come forth as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt 7. Por the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds ; Caſting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Chriſt f. © But the flothful man faith, There is a lion 
without, I ſhall be flain in the ſtreets $.” 

How Frequently do we anticipate dangers in obeying 
the Lord which ſhall never exiſt, and hence how ſharply 
he upbraids us for cowardice; ** L, even I, am he that com- 
forteth you : who art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid 
of a man that ſhall die, and of the ſon of man, which 
ſhall be made as graſs? And forgetteſt the Lord thy 
maker, that hath ſtretched forth the heavens, affd laid 
the foundations of the earth ? and haſt feared continually 
every day, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he 
were ready to deſtroy ? and where is the fury of the op- 
preſſor ||?” Or, ſhould we be arreſted in declaring the 
truth ; ſhould we be prevented from fleeing from one city 
to another ©; ſhould the oppreſſor be permitted to wreak 
his unprovoked fury, and deſtroy, „to die to us is 

gain **,” We ſheath the ſword of the Spirit, and wield 


1 2 Cor. x. 4, 4. 


2 Tim. 1 ii. 3. ; 
Phil. i. 21. 


Matt. x. 23. 


3 Oar: V1. 414. 


+ Eph. v vi. IT. 
$ Prov. xxii. 13, 


[| Ia, Ii. 12, 13. 
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palms of gies; - exchange garments allen in 0 for 


white robes ; diſmiſs fightings without, and fears within; 
and, congratulating conqueſt and peace, remove from 


the cries of the wounded, and the groans of the dying, 


to the land of hoſannas and immortality . It is a faith» 


ful ſaying, For if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live 


with him: if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him f.“ 
But want of 


Succeſs | in the miniſtry i is diſcouraging. 
we be faithful ſtewards, © Herein let us exerciſe our- 


| ſelves, to have always a conſcience void of offence towards 


God and towards man }.” For our rejoicing is this, 
the teſtimony of our conſcience; that in ſimplicity and 
godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of Gad, we have had our er es in the world 5.“ 
Let us ever remember, whether defiring our own ſalvation 
or that of others, that our exertions are neither merito- 
rious nor effectual. Neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the 
increaſe .“ With ſuch dif ofitions, let us be inſtant in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon J. 


patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain *.?” 
„ For he that "obfervarty the winds ſhall not ſow ; and he 
that regardeth the clouds ſhall not reap. Therefore i in the 
morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand ; for thou knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, 
either this or that; or whether both ſhall be alike good f.“ 
With what patient fortitude do the ſons of adventure and 


commerce proſecute their deſigns, as through an hoſt of 


diſappointed predeceſſors and contemporaries ; and will 
the ſons of Zion be leſs perſevering ? the former enduring 
hardſhips to amaſs periſhing riches ; the ſubje& of the 
latter the ſalvation of ſouls : and when contraſted, how 
diſproportioned, the Creator of both being judge. For 
what is a man'profited, if he gain the whole world, and 
loſe his own ſoul? or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his ſoul |??? Hence the probability of being inſtru- 
mental in ſaving one ſoul, ought to command our ac- 


Rer. vii. & 10. Iſa. ix. 5. 2 Cor. vii. 5, + 2 Tim: ii. 36. f Acts xxiv. 16. § 2 Cor. 
. 13. 1 Co 


1 remains that 


« Behold the huſhandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
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vivity and perſeverance, even when appearances are ail 


couraging. Accordingly, let the ſubmiſſive fortitude of 
Joab be cheriſhed in our mind, Be of good courage, and 
let us play the men for our people, and for the cities of 
our God; and let the Lord do what ſeemeth him good *,” 


If we cannot cope with Joab, let not the heroines of Iſrael 


rank us with the timid Barak ;—Deborah, from love to 


her nation, equally prepared for ſucceſs, diſappointment, 


or death, encounters her enemies, and returns vicori- 


ous f. And Eſther, in a caſe equally hopeleſs, deeply af. 


flicted for the doom of her people, entered the preſence of 


her conſort, the Perſian king, at the peril of her life, 


breathing as ſhe moved, If I periſh, I periſh f;“ and her 
enterprize was crowned with deliverance and triumph. 
Are not all unconyerted men under a penal ſanction? 
Hence, are there not many of the nation of the redeemed 
involved in the common ruin? And hence, however ob- 
ſtinate the conteſt, and ſeemingly doubtful the iſſue, how 
ſhall we retire from battle, without trophies from fin and 
Satan? Victory is certain; for the Lord, mighty in bat- 
tle, is our commander. Ad I ſaw, and behold, a white 
horſe; and he that ſat on him had a bow, and a crown 


was given unto him, and he went forth conquering and 


to conquer $.” In this ſpiritual conqueſt of the human 
heart by the goſpel, the obſtinacy with which ſinners re- 
fuſe to capitulate, renders their wounds ſo exquiſitely 


painful, as exemplified in the Pentecoſt hearers, that ſons 


of thunder, to attack and ſubdue, are not more neceflary 
than thoſe of conſolation, to bind up and mollify ||. 


| Beſides, the minds even of pious miniſters are apt to 


be elated by ſucceſs. Hence much of the good promored 
by their means is wiſely concealed from their eyes in time. 
Weare more diſcernibly employed in finiſhing what others 
began. They had been doing the ſame to their forerun- 
ners, and our ſucceſſors may be ſo employed reſpecting 
us. * I ſent you to reap that whereon ye . beſtowed no 
labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their 
labours F.“ Thus the grand chain in the ſcheme of ſalva- 
tion is regularly unfolding, “that one generation fhall 
praiſe che works of God to another, and ſhall declare his 


* 28am. x. 12. f Judg. iv, v. + Eſth. iv. 15, 5 Rev. vi. 2. | Mark iii. 17 
Acts ü. 37. iv. 34. IIa. i. 6. © John iv. 38. | 
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rably more important than by whom, the inſtrument being 
merely a ſecondary conſideration. The ſeed which we 
are now ſowing, may lodge under the clod Þ during the 
reſidue of our days, but, after we go hence, the dew of 


ſalvation, and the genial! rays of the Sun of righteouſneſs, 


may cauſe it ſpring, ſo as to produce a plentiful harveſt. 
One ſoweth, and another reapeth.”” When the conver- 


ſion of ſome amongſt whom we are now labouring is cele- 


brated by benevolent angels, how melodiouſly will we 


accent the ſong, Their arrival in heaven ſhall raviſh our 
eyes with delight. Who hath begotten me theſe ? and 


who hath brought up theſe? Behold, I was left alone, 


theſe, where have they been? How anxiouſly have I 
prayed, and looked, and longed for ſeals of my miniſtry 


in yonder land of tears, but in vam. I now behold them; 
it ſufficeth. They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy |. 


And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 


unto life eternal : that both he that ſoweth and he that 


reapeth may rejoice together „ Tas Hence he that ploweth 


mould plow in hope $.”? 

Our Lord, during his perſonal miniſtry, was not ſo 
fucceſsful, as ſome ſhort-ſighted mortals might have ex- 
pected. No doubt, among other reaſons, that his mi- 


niſters when unſucceſsful might not deſpond: while they 


may without arrogance adopt the manner in which he 
ſolaced himſelf, ++ Then J ſaid, I have laboured in vain, 
and have ſpent my ſtrength for nought and in vain, yet 
ſurely my judgment 1s with the Lord, and my work with 
my God *.” If ſinners be not converted, the enmity and 
prejudice with which they reject the goſpel muſt aggravate 
their guilt and puniſhment ; but the retributive juſtice of 
God ſhall be magnified in ſuch as deſpiſe, as the riches of 
his grace in ſuch as embrace the goſpel : while in either 
caſe his miniſters will be precious in his eſtimation f. 
Hence, without due ſubmiſſion to the ſovereignty of God, 

faithful miniſters, under the perplexing circumſtances of 
unſucceſsfulneſs, can maintain neither comfort, fortitude, 
not perſeverance in preaching the goſpel. Accordingly 
when Paul, who was daily afflicted for his impenitent 


* Pal. caly; 4. oel i. 17. 4 Ifa. xlix. 21. || Pſal. cx xvi. 5. © John iv. 36. 
al. + 


S r Cor, ix, IO, * Iſa. xlix. 4. # . i. 8—1I. hs Iv. 8—12. 2 Cor. ii. I5« 


mighty acts *.”. Having the work finiſhed, is incompa- 
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countrymen, conſidered their guilt in rejecting and eru- 
eifying Mefiah, the cataſt rophè which ſhould commence, 
their preſent diſperſion, the few comparatively who believ- 
ed, the many ages of judicial blindneſs which were to 
ſucceed, the myriads who muſt have eternally periſhed 
before they would embrace the goſpel as a nation; no 
other bafis but ſovereignty could have ſupported his mind. 

„ What then? Iſrael hath not obtained that which he 
feeketh for : but the eleQion hath obtaitied, and the reſt 

were blinded “.“ Hence, from love to Chriſt, to truth, 

and to ſouls, leaving conſequences at the diſpoſal of ſo- L 
vereignty, let us make a voluntary ſurrender of ourſelves 

to the work of the miniſtry, according to the generous 

offer of the ſon of Amos; Here am I, fend me ||.” 

2 RT. | 
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Laſtly, We are to obviate what is merely circumſtantial 

in the fcruples ariſing from the final account which mi- 
niſters are to render of their ſtewardſhip. This, indeed, 
will be the moft ſolemn ftage in our exiſtence, and fre- 
quently is a ſabje& of concern and terror to believers. | 
| 1 | | 
X * Rom. xi. 7. | Ta. vi. 8. b | | 
} The fears of the Lord's people, with regard to their final account, proceed, in 
general, more from uncertainty of being in a gracious ſtate, than from the peculiar 
circumſtances of their ſtation. It is fo with his miniſters alſo. As finners, we are to 4 
believe the goſpel ; as believers, we are qualified for the relative and moral duties of | 
our ſtation, conſequently for the miniſtry : hence it is, according to the evidence of a 
ſaving change wrought in us by the agency of the word and Spirit of God, that we 1 
enjoy the conſolation of grace, and engage ourfeclves in dutes and hardſhips with un- | 
ſhaken firmneſs. Whereas in the abſence of that evidence, the anticipation of many 
duties connected with our lot, awakes in our doubting minds alarming apprehenfions 
of future woe, For though we may conformto the precept from a rational conviction 
of its moral fanction, yet nothing but a realizing enjoyment by faith of the grace ex- 
Hibited in the promiſe, can render our obedience experimentally comfortable, and 
preſerve in our hearts a ſatisfactory evidence that we are born again. But miſtaking 
the principle on which this point Would be decided, we entangle ourſelves in erroneous 
perplexities. Why infer the graciouſneſs of our ſtate from the tranſient impulſe of 
feelings? and not from the prevailing deſire of our mind, and the leading features 
in our deportment ? the criterion in which reaſon, ſcripture, and the thing itſelf mutu- 
ally concur. Or why, under comfortable impreflions, do we not finally decide the 
point? or why ſo ſanguine reſpecting it when working in darkneſs ? as upon our own 
rinciple we miſimprove the ſeaſon of frames. The reaſon is obvious. Our principle 
is falſe, ſo muſt our concluſion. For the object we purſue, cannot, but in the coun- 
terfeit of preſumption, be aſcertained in the proceſs by which we conduct our inquiry. 
Becauſe in the moſt ele vated enjoyment, whether reſpecting our ſtate, or other matters 
of exerciſe, we may be miſled; and were feelings the criterion of our ſtate, hypocrites, 
eſpecially enthuſiaſts, having theſe occaſionally as raptarouſly as genuine believers, 
might conclude that they were in a gracious ſtate ;, which, no doubt, is one reaſon 


why they always deceive themſelves, and fo frequently impoſe upon the people of 
God | | ; | 
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3 Although there ean be no true religion without experience, yet this experence miſt 
procced from faith. For all the ſubordinate graces, in their different operations, mult 


is the uniform tenor of the covenant of grace, according 


25 ] 
But they ſhall be qualified to act their part with joy. This 


to the teſtimony of inſpiration. Chriſt, being furniſhed 
with all mediatorial fitneſs; being reſponſible to the Fa- 
ther for the number, and holineſs of the redeemed, has 


made ſuitable proviſion for every ſtage in their exiſtence: 


which was mutually ſtipulated when in the counſel of 
peace they were predeſtinated to be conformed to his 
image *. To accompliſh this, . Chriſt loved the church, 
and gave himſelf for it; that he might ſanctify and cleanſe 
it, with the waſhing of water by the word, That he might 
preſent it to himſelf, a glorious church, not having ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any uch thing: but that it ſhould be holy 
and without blemiſh F.?? At juſtification, this transform- 


ing work is begun. Being then made partakers of the 


uniformly ſubmit to the rational Mics of faith, hope, and love. T Cor. xiii. 13. 
The aſſurange of faith reſts on the veracity of God in his word; Jam. ii. 23. 2 Tim. 
i. 12. that of our ſtate, on the evidence that Chriſt dwells in us by the ſanctifying 

agency of his Spirit; Col. i. 27. Gal. ii. 20. and experience, ſeripturally regulated, 


proceeds from both. Song v. 4, 5. vi. 12. Luke xxiv. 32. When we cannot perceive . 


Chriſt in us, let us embrace ſalvation in the general offer of the goſpel, as if hitherto 
ſtrangers to the reſpective exerciſe of all the x graces of the Spirit; for Chriſt unalter- 
ably abides faithful in his word. 2 Tim. ii. 13. After the diſciples had been believers 
for years, Chriſt, the uight he was betrayed, puts the 88 « Do ye now believe?“ 
John xvi. 31. Therefore, when we cannot diſcover the internal evidence of a ſaving 
change in our nature. let not the pride of ſelf. humility impede our coming to Chriſt 
as unregenerate ſinners. Inſtead of caſting away our coniidence, Heb. x. 35. inſtead 
of yielding to deſpair, Pſal. Ixxvii.' 7, 8, 9. Ifa. xlix. 14. let us imitate the conduct of 
Jonah, ii. 4. Then, | ſaid, I am caſt out of thy ſight; yet I will look again to- 
ward thy holy temple.” Let us comply with the admonition of the Saviour of ſin- 
ners, and the tender phyſician of them that are bruiſed; “ Be not afraid, only believe.“ 
Mark v. 36. 

But unbelief and ſpiritual darkneſs refuſe inſtruction. When permitted to reign, 
what depredations they commit in our ſoul! Under their gloomy, but ſanctimonious 
vail, how frequently does Satan, by his devices, 2 Cor. ii. II. attempt to miſlead our 
renewed nature. And in no ſtratagem, whatever, is he more ſucceſsful, than by 


firſt confuſing our mind that we cannot diſtinctly ſpecify the cauſe of our grief, then 
diverting us from exerciſing reaſon and faith on the word of God, and laſtly pointing 
our jaundiced eye to the inconſiſtencies in our conduct and ſpiritual exerciſe, and the 


apparent frown in the countenance of our heavenly Father. Do I not now ſpeak to 
the familiar caſe and miſtakes of many behevers ? 

Therefore, reſpecting the day of judgment, how can ſenſe or experience, without 
horror, anticipate all nature in diſſolution, all intelligent worlds ſtanding before the 
white throne, the Judge clothed in robes of vifible Divinity, the ſentence pronounced 
on the parties, the proceſſion of the holy to felicity and of the unholy to miſery ? We 
can only have our ideas concerning theſe things regulated by faith; and then, in- 
ſtead of terror, they are replete with joy. Accordingly, thus faith our Lord to his 
drooping diſciples, when he was predicting the cataſtrophe which was ſoon to befal 
the Jews, and the ſolemnities of the day of judgment.“ When theſe things begin to 
come to paſs, then look up, and lift up your heads; for un redemption draweth 
mx. Matt. xxiv. Luke xxi. 

* Ifaiah xlii. 1—9. Epheſians i. t—It. Col. ii. 9, ro. John i i. T4, 16, Romans 

viii. 29. 1 Corinthians xv. 23—29. Hebrews ii. 713. 1 John i Iii, 2. Zech. vi. 13. 

. 8 e v. 25, 26, 27. 
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divine nature by the agency of the Spirit, the three per: 
ſons in the Godhead reſide in believers to preſerve them 
unto ſalvation, and to fit them for the inheritance of the 


| faints in light“. During preparation for that inheritance, 


whether rhe believing beggar, concealed in obſcurity, or 
the conſpicuous miniſter, © as thy day, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength 
be; lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world f,“ ſecure to the redeemed every neceſſary aid to 
render them faithful ſtewards. Chriſt, ſuperintending the 
means by which his people are conformed to his image, 
will ſanQlify them more and more, “ Till they all come 
in the unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 


God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt . 


At death, we join the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 6; j 


and at the reſurrection, ſoul and body are reunited in tri- 
umph. . O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where 


is thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin, the ſtrength of 
fin is the law; but thanks be to God who giveth us the 


victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ Now, the 
human nature of Chriſt on the great white throne, is the 
ſtandard by which our perfection ſnhall be decided. We 


mall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is.“ Juſtice 


pronouncing us holy, and at the ſame time being con- 
ſcious to ourſelves of our conformity to the image of 
Chriſt, of which truth aſſembled worlds are alfo witneſſes, 
we are qualified to balance accounts with joy, to contem- 
plate with holy ſerenity every progreſſive ſtep in the ſcene, 
and are admitted his aſſeſſors. Do ye not know that 
the ſaints ſhall judge the world? Know ye not that we 
hall judge angels ?!“ Sych ſhalt be his and their glory, 

that, while they reflect glory on the Father and holy 
Ghoſt; while elect angels celebrate their relation to them, 
even devils and wicked men will behold them with envious 
aſtoniſhment. So ſpeaks the demoniac to the ſons of 


S8⸗ceva; © Jeſus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 
 _ yef*?”? On that day, © Chriſt comes to be glorified in his 


ſaints, and to be admired: in all them that believed If.“ 
All, in their reſpective capacities and ſtations, ſhall be 
glorious. Believing miniſters, being perfectly holy, which 


* John xiv. 16—24. Epheſians ii 11. 22. Col. i. 12. I Peter i. 5. 2 Pet. i. 4. + Deut. 
XXXiüi. 25. Matthew xxviii. 20. f Epheſians iv. 13. $ Hebrews xii. 23. |} x Cor, 
xv. 35— 58. J I Corinthians vi. 2, 3, 1 Acts xix. 5, jt} 2 Theff. i. 10. 


4444 


F TT 


Tt 27 J 


is the common privilege of all the redeemed, appear ac⸗ 


cording to the integrity of the deſire they had for doing 


good; and thoſe of them who have been moſt ſucceſsful 
only in the collateral crown of the trophies which grace 
| oy their means redeemed from fin and Satan, 


All the ele& thus diſtinguiſhed for holineſs, and by the 
zpprobation of God, the judge of all, contemplate the un- 
holy as. victims of juſtice. Our ſenſibility, which, in time, 
had frequently tranſgreſſed the bounds of reaſon and reli. 
gion, and had dictated to our ſentiments and actions various 
and oppoſite extremes, is now in uniſon with, and regu- 
lated by the governing authority of a perfected underſtand- 
ing. Hence former relations exiſt only in memory, that 
we may have accurate conceptions of the procedure of 
God towards the juſt and the unjuſt. For in the re- 
ſurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 


put are as the angels of God in heaven *.” On this day, 


and henceforth, the holy huſband or ſpouſe, will no more 
at a throne of grace, nor in the endearments of expoſtula- 
tion and entreaty, weep for unbelieving partners or child- 


ren ; nor yet faithful miniſters any more in trembling and 


in tears implore finners to embrace the Saviour: the day 
of mercy being expired, the election of grace ſanctiſied, 
and triumph the prevailing enjoyment of the glorified bride 


of the lamb. Though thus triumphant, yet the benevdlence 
of the redeemed is to pure, that they bear no natural enmity 
to any of the foes of God: which is evident from Abraham's 
reply to the rich man ||. For their hatred to ſin, and the 


tenor of their diſpoſition and conduct, is regulated by juſ- 


tice and the law of love, while an unvariable conſciouſneſs 
of being filled with all the fulneſs of God excites their ſanc- 


tified gratitude to celebrate the Author of their ſalvation f. 


Such are ſome of the revealed circumſtances connected 


-with the day of judgment ; but that the ſcene in due time 
ſhall actually exiſt, can now be realized by faith only; by 
parity of reaſon, mult not the fitneſs of the redeemed, 
conſequently of believing miniſters, as repreſented in 
ſeripture, for acting their: part with joy, be apprehended 


by faith likewiſe ? Eſpecially, as the former is to be found 
in the teſtimony of inſpiration merely, whereas the men- 


tal circumſtances of the latter, have been in a progreſſive | 


Matt. xxii. 30. ] Luke xvi, 25. 1 Rev. v. 9. 
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1 
b for near ſix thouſand years, and, in ſome 
degree, daily realized and exemplified in the attainments 
and at the diſſolution of believers. While believing ſin- 
ners are conſcientiouſly obſervant of all the duties of re- 

ligion, while they are alternately exerciſed by hope and 
fear, while they are anxiouſly deſirous of complete ſancti- 
fication, while their graces are properly exerciſed, they 
exult in the perſuaſion, that there is an unalterable de- 
ſign towards them, and, that their own exertions con- 


ſtitute no part of the efficient cauſe. The moving ſprings 


of this deſign, and the particular objects which it em- 
braces, Jehovah has concealed in the counfel of the 
Trinity from our penetration, whilſt in the abundance of 
his condeſcenfion he has given us a revelation of the com- 
municable properties of that deſign, reſembling a chain, 
by whoſe links our feeble minds are ſupported in contem- 
plating it. In this deſign we have the cleareſt demonſtra- 
tion of infinite wiſdom. To arreſt our attention, and to 
reconcile us to the whole of the deſign, we have the links 
of the chain unfolded in peculiar language. Whom he 
did foreknow he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he. might be the firſt _ 
among many brethren. Moreover, whom he did 
deſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he called, _— 
he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glori- 
hed *.” Every pledge that could be deviſed is granted to 
us in ſcripture, that we ſhall never be placed in any cir- 
cumſtances, without a parallel fitneſs. Nor is our fitneſs 
for any event whatever more leargely deſcribed by inſpira- 
tion, than that in which believers ſhall appear in the day 
of judgment. Had this promiſed fitneſs produced its in- 
| tended effects upon our minds, we ſhould always have 
abounded with increaſing joy. Accordingly, when faith 
is in exerciſe, we haſten to the coming of the day of God. 
This is the light, reſpeCting believers, in which the holy 
Ghoſt uniformly repreſents the ſubject. Hence, in the de- 
{cription of the diſſolution of the world by Peter, which is 
ſo ſtriking and moving, that, in reading of it, we appre- 
hend ourſelves contemplating the flames aſcending in the 
midſt of heaven, the elements melting with fervent heat, 
hearing the 8 of an expiring world, theſe amazing 


* Rom, viii. 29, 30. | 


f 29 J 
and conſolatory words invite our particular attention, that 
we may now believe, with what exulting joy we ſhall then 
behold the cataſtrophe; © Looking for and haſtening unto 
the coming of the day of God “. 'T 1 
Who, then, can be more filly qualified for the harveſt 

of Chriit, than thoſe who have obtained believing views 
of ſuch glorious truths who to proclaim the purity of 
the law and the evil of fin, than ſuch as have heard the 
thunder of Sinai, and beheld the ſword of juſtice plunged 
into the heart of Immanuel + ?—who to ſound alarm in 

the ears of ſinners, than ſuch as have known the ter- 
rors of the Lord | ?—who to deſcribe the realities of future 
woe, than ſuch as have in miniature experienced the pains 
of hell &?—who to point out the city of refuge, than ſuch, 
having fled into it, as enjoy ſtrong conſolation || '!—whe 
to urge the doctrines of the croſs, than ſuch as have known 
their ſaving influence } ?—who to mollify the wounds of 
a broken heart, than ſuch, in like circumitances, as have 
been healed by Jeſus, the balm of Gilead * -h to 
direct amidſt the conflicts of grace and depravity, than 
ſuch as reſemble the Shulamite tt ?—who to untold the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes, than fuch as, hay- 
ing embraced them, are animated by a good hope through 
grace FF ?—who to repreſent the proſpects of heavenly 
bliſs, than ſuch as by believing do enter into reſt ||| ?— 
In a word, who can be more fitly qualified for the harveſt 
of Chxiſt, being apt to teach, poſſeſling the knowledge of 
the truth, and prevailingly inclined to engaꝑe in the work, 
than ſuch as have taited that he is altogether lovely, that 
he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all who come unto God 
by him, and that all who reje& his goſpel muſt inevitably 
periſh 5? I know not any. And, therefore, ſuch views 
being experimentally acquired, in connection with a due 
ſenſe of the difficulties we have ſuggeſted, admitting what 
is circumſtantial in them to have been ſcripturally obvi- 
ated, I proceed in the 


TH1RD place, to point out ſome conſiderations inſepa- 
rably connected with propagating the goſpel, which fur- 


| * 2 Pet. iii. 12. + Exod. xix. Iſa. liii. Zech. xiii. 7. I 2 Cor. v. 1x. 
$ Pſal. cxvi. 3. 4 Heb. vi. 18. © I Cor. i. 18. * Jercm. viii. 22. 
2 Cor. i. 4. it Song vi. 13. Rom. vii. 23. Gal. v. 17. _ $$ 2 Theſſ. A. 


16. 3 Pet. i. 4 II Heb. iv. 3. S$Þ Song v. 16 Heb. vii. 25. Mark xvi. 16. 
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niſh powerful motives to enforce the exhortation, < Pray 
ye the Lord of the harveſt, that he would thruſt out la- 
bourers into his harveſt.” The greatneſs of the harveſt 
is employed by our Lord to enforce the exhortation, 
The harveſt truly is great,” founding from his lips, 
ought to awake us to activity. To command an exten- 
five proſpect, we take a natural and moral ſurvey of the 
terraqueous globe. Unbounded view! We behold. a 
world, once all paradiſaical, converted, by the tranſgreſ. 
ſion of man, to a barren wilderneſs ; while the moral ar- 
rangement of things exhibits a more affecting tranſition: 
the Rate, devotion and practice of the human race, being 
wholly reverſed from their original. (See Gen. iii. 17, 18, 
19. Gal. iii. 10. Eph. ii. 1. la. xliv. 9—21. Rom. i. 18 


—32. viii. 5—9.) We behold a multitude of mortals, 


Immortals, though governed by inviſible ſuperintendency 
fũor unalterable purpoſes, who exhibit a chaos of ſpirits, 

unconcerned, unconſcious of any fixed deſign, reſem- 
bling the dance of ungoverned atoms moving at random. 
In this confuſion, ſome more conſpicuous object arreſts 
our penſive eye. We behold the Otaheitan offering hu- 
man ſacrifices; the New Zealander firſt deſtroying and 


then devouring his ſpecies ; the Indian, aſcending the fu- 


neral pile of a deceaſed friend, attempts to exult in the 
flames. Following ſuch de luded beings to the eternal 
world, we behold their fpirits entering the abodes of the 


4 damned *, never apprehending their guilt and danger, 


till everlaſting burnings have conſumed the vail under 
which their deluſion was concealed. And, of the heathen 
eſpecially, i in that fituation, what multitudes may be ruſh- 
ing into a future world as the words are dropping from 
my bps! + Now muſt our eyes affect our hearts f.“ In 
trembling aſtoniſhment, taking up a bitter lamentation 
over the mighty ruin, we exclaim, Is there any remedy 
provided, by which ſuch melancholy conſequences may 
in future be avoided? Yes: The Scripture, by which we 
_ apprehend the miſery, proclaims the compaſſionate addrels 
of the Father to his dear Son: © It is a light thing that 
thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael: I will alſo 


give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be 


# Proverbs xxix. 18. Romans ii. 13. f Lamentations iii. 5 1. 
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my ſalvation to the ends of the earth . Why doth this 
ſalvation tarry? Our Lord replies, 


£ The labourers are few.” Dividing the inhabited 
world into thirty parts, we find that nineteen parts are 
poſſefied by blind and groſs idolaters ; fix parts by Jews, 
Turks, and Saracens; two parts by thoſe of the Greek 
church; and three parts by Papiſts and. Proteitants. 


Thus, taking the profeſſion of Chriſtianity on the largeſt 
ſcale, it bears no greater proportion to our deluded fel- 


low creatures, than five to twenty-five. Ot that propor- 
tion, whether Grecian, Popiſh, or Proteſtant, how few 
are in holy orders. From that few, deduct hirelings, or 
falſe teachers, —and charity, which thinketh no evil, will 
politively declare faithful labourers few indeed. Hence, 
before a ſufficient number can be obtained, not only be- 
lievers already in the miniſtry, and ſuch of them as are 
preparing for orders, ſhould haſten, as circumitances 


permit, to diſpoſe of themſelves in ſtations offering the 


moſt extenſive uſefulneſs; but others of the Lord's people 


mult alſo engage. How many believers among the learn- 


ed, and thoſe in elevated ſtations, are qualified to preach 
the goſpel. Let them take orders. Nor do we conſider 


this demand ſubverſive of dignity *. For it is by preach- 


ing the goſpel that the events which meliorate the univerſe, 
telicitate human nature, deſtroy the works of the devil, 


* Ifaiah xlix. 6. 45 
+ The preaching of the goſpel is the moſt glorious work in which man can engage 


on earth. For the ſcheme of ſalvation, which the goſpel unfolds, is unparalleled, 


whether we conſider the Trinity engaged in it, the principles on which it is con- 
ducted, or the object to be obtained by it. Viewing the Trinity engaged, we be- 


hold the Father ſuſtaining the character of ſupreme Deity, conducting the reins of 


univerſal government; the Son becoming man, debtor and ſervant; and the Spirit 


becoming ſervant of both. While we are luſt ia aſtoniſhment, that, though thus 


arranged according to official ſubordination, the ſupreme Deity of any is not for a 
moment ſuſpended. Viewing this ſcheme upon the principles by which it is con- 


ducted, it is alſo unparalleled. The Father a&uated by ſelf-moving love, the Son 


becomes an offering for ſin, and the Spirit applies the atonement by means of doc- 
trines which are ſovereign, rational, ſublime, and obviouſly: calculated to reflect ho- 


nour on Deity, and promote the ſalvation of believing ſinners. But the object to be 


obtained by this ſcheme renders it unparalleled alſo. By the ſcheme of redemption, 
juſtice is ſatisfied, and ſinners reſtored to favour ; Juſtice concurs, that believing ſin- 
ners ſnall be made holy now, and happy hereafter. In the heavenly world, juſtice 
from the ſupreme throne, and the redeemed from their manſions of bliſs, will con- 
template each other with delight, while the Lamb forms the centre of union, in hom 
they ever embrace with mutual complacency, ls it, then, ſubverſive of dignity to 
ſolicit the Lord's people, from the moſt clevated ſtations in the world, to promulgate 
the ticings which unfold a ſcheme containing ſuch an aſſemblage of unparalleled 
Wonders ! | | 


1 
{ 
1 


ndnd adorn heaven with redeeming luſtre, hall be accom- 
ö plied. | 

Do we deſire clement and fruitful ſeaſons? Let us pro- 

pagate the goſpel; © And the wilderneſs and the ſolitary 
place ſhall be glad for them; and the deſert ſhall rejoice, 


I 


and bloſſom as the roſe. It ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and ſinging ; the glory of Lebanon 
mall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sha- 


ron: they ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of our God *.” Do we deſire docility, and har- 


mony among the brute creatures? Let us propagate the 
goſpel; © The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and 
the young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child 
mall lead them. And the ſucking child ſhall play on the 
hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand 


on the cockatrice den. They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy 
in all my holy mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of che 


knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea f.“ 


Do we deſire to ſee the i of Antichriſt aboliſhed ? 


Let us propagate the goſpel, the mean appointed for ac- 
compliſhing that event. 2 Theff. ii. 8—13. Do we de- 
fire political ſtruggles, whoſe parent is ambition, and 
whole offspring is bloodſhed and murder, to ceaſe ? Let 
us propagate the goſpel ; © For it ſhall come to paſs in 


the laſt days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall 


be eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountains, and ſhall be 
exalted above the hills ; and all nations ſhall flow unto it. 
And they ſhall beat their ſwords into plowſhares, and their 
ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
againſt nation: neither ſhall they learn war any more 9.“ 
Do we deſire to ſee the circles of faſhion honouring God 
by their perſons and wealth? Let us propagate the goſ- 
pel ; © For in that day ſhall there be upon the bells of the 
horſes, HoLIiNzss UNTo THE LoRD ; and the pots in the 


Lord's houſe ſhall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, 
every pot in Jeruſalem, and in Judah, ſhall be holineſs 


unto the Lord of hoſts 5.“ Do we deſire to ſee the line 
of diſtinction between Church and State conſcientiouſly 
obſerved? Let us propagate the goſpel; © And kings 
ſhall be thy. nupling fathers, and their queens thy nurſing 


* Ifaiah xxxv. I, 2. + Iſaiah xi, G10, + Iſaiah ii. 2. 4. $ Zech. xiv. 20, 21. 
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mothers *.” Do we defire to ſee the Jews embracing 
Meſſiah, and laying aſide the diſputes among their tribes 


Let us who are believing Gentiles propagate the goſpel 
with judgment, circumſpection and zeal; I fay then, 


have des ſtumbled that they ſhould fall? God forbid : but 
rather, through their fall, favation is come to the Gentiles, 
to provoke them to jealouſy fa.” „And he ſhall ſet up 
an enſign for the nations, and Gall aſſemble the outcaſts 
of Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed of Judah, from 
the four, corners of the earth; the envy alſo of Ephraim 


ſhall depart, and the adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut off: 
Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah fhall not ve 


Ephraim; .* Do we deſire to ſee Jews and Gentiles ſery- 
ing God in the unity of the Spirit? Let us propagate the 
goſpel ; “ And the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth; 
in that day ſhall there be one Lord; and his name one .“ 8 
Do we deſire increaſe of knowledge? Let us propagate 
the goſpel; Many ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge 
ſhall be increaſed §.“ Do we defire to ſee cordialit 


among Chriſt's miniſters ? Let us propagate the goſpel ; 


e Thy watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice to- 
gether ſhall they ſing : for they ſhall ſee eye to eye, when 
the Lord ſhall bring again Zion F.“ Do we deſire to ſee 
pure diſcipline reſtored and maintained in the Churches 
of Chriſt? Let us propagate the goſpel ; “ In. that day 


there ſhall be no more the Canaanite in the houſe of the 


Lord of hoſts f. Do we deſire health and longevity ? 
Let us propagate the goſpel; © The inhabitant ſhall not 
ſay, I am ſick—There ſhall be no more an infant of days, 
nor an old man that hath not filled his days ff 5b.” Do 
we deſire to ſee the kingdom of darkneſs falling to the 
ground by the converſion of ſinners? Let us propagate 
the goſpel, that we may be inſtrumental, © To open er 
eyes, and turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God [S.“ Do we deſire to ſee men 


„ Ifaiah xlix. 23. + Romans xi. 11. f Iſaiah xi. 12. 13. [ Zech. xiv. 9. 


§ Daniel xii. 4. Iſaiah xxx. 26. J Iſaiah lii. 8. *+ Zech. xiv. 21. f Iſaiah xxziii. 


24. xv. 20. [ Acts xxvi. 18. 


a The converſion of the Jews, as repreſented in prophecy, will likely be 0 
with great diſtreſs, inflicted by the different Powers, eſpecially the Papal, among 
whom they are now diſperſed. 

Several of the paſſages quoted above are partly figurative; moſt of them refer to 


the Jews after embracing Jeſus of Nazareth as the true Meſſiah ; and all of them; I 
bo ys allude to the Millennia! glory of the church, | 
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reſtored to the image of God? Let us. exhibit Chriſt to 
their underſtandings and conſciences, having in our own 
caſe. experienced the transforming influence of beholding 
him in the goſpel mirror; © For we all, with open face, 
beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are chang- 
ed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord “.“ Do we defire to contribute to 


the joy of angels? Let us propagate the goſpel; “ For 


there is joy in the. preſence of the angels of God, over 
one ſinner that repenteth f. Do we deſire to ſee Chriſt's 


Mediatorial glory advanced, heaven planted with redeem- 
ed inhabitants, and hear the ſong of grace ſhouting around 


the throne? Let us propagate the goſpel; And they 
Tung a new. ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the ſeals thereof; for thou waſt ſlain, 
and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every 
Kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation .“ Com- 
pared with being employed in accompliſhing ſuch glorious 
events, what is the palm of the victorious warrior, what 
the renown of the gallant admiral, what the. honours con- 
terred on men of Science, what the applauſe of Senatorial 


oratory, what the ſupreme command in political arrange- 


ments, what the ſway of empire, what the riches of the 

world |? How are the empty, bewitching honours of 
2 Corinthians iii. 18. + Luke xv. 20. f Revelation v. 9. 

The language of inſpiration is peculiarly grand when repreſenting the meſſengers 

of peace. © How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 

good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſh- 


eth ſalvation, that ſairh unto Zion, thy God reigneth.“ Iſaiah lii. 7. Nor is this like 


the pcriſhing titles among men. For in propagating the goſpel, we promote our own 
glory, They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever.” Daniel xii. 3. (See 
Phil. iv. I. 1 Theſſalonians ii. 19, 20.) Hence, the dignity of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
candidly viewed, muſt, in point of ſelf-tmportance, level human diftin&tions to the 
Cuſt. For ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
yet for our fakes he became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich.” 2 Cor. 
viii. 9. We produce companions to our pious, Iearned, and elevated friends, Did not 
Moſes refuſe being called the fon of Pharaoh's daughter, and, preferring the very re- 
proach of Chriſt, deſpiſe the riches of Egypt ? Hebrews xi. Did not the princes of 
Judah travel from place to place teaching the law? 2 Chronicles xviii. Was not king 
Solomon 2 preacher? We refer you to Eccleſiaſtes. Did not Saul of Tarſus renounce 
his many flattering proſpects of temporal preferment for the croſs of Chrilt ? Phil. iii. 
Come forth, then, ye pious, and learned, and ye alfo in elevated ſtations, imitate this 
noble company, who are now inheriting the promiſes. Had they to begin their courſe 
anew, they would ſtill continue, as the nobleſt employment, to declare the riches of 
Chriſt. Say not, that preaching the goſpel is beneath the dignity of your rank; nor 
yet, that thus we ſhould ſoon overcrowd the vineyard. ©* Would God that all the 
Lord's people were prophets.” Numbers xi. 29. Nor can ſuch an apology be ſuſtain- 
ed till all the werld have heard the goſpel ; while treaſures ſhall be ſupplied. © For 
the {iiver is zine; and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts,” Hag. ii. 8. Neither, 
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time, annihilated at the preſence! of the noble realities of 

TY? But the 11 
' Signs of the times put wich cheit voice to enforce the 
exhortation in the text. We hear of wars and tribulations. 
The potſherds of the earth are ſtriving together; yet, imi- 
tating the weeping prophet, O thou ſword of the Lord, 
how long ſhall it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyſelf 
into thy ſcabbard, reſt and be ſtill *;” we may confident- 
ly adopt, Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe 'thee : 
the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain +.” Does In- 
= fidelity, with her immoral retinue, clevate her i 1mperious 
crelt ? A ground of ſincere lamentation indeed. But while 
| we lament, let us not deſpond. For Chriſt is a rock, and 
the gates of hell cannot prevail againſt his church Z. In- 

fidelity, like the ocean, may roar, and foam, but, diſ- 


d appointed, muſt retire at his rebuke. Hitherto ſhalt 

; thou come, and no. farther : and here ſhall thy proud 

waves be ſtayed ||.” Hence, while contending banners are 

drenched 1n blood, while the prolific womb of Infidelity | | 

brings forth a numerous progeny, which we fincerely de- 

4 plore, ſtill, as theſe are among the predicted ſigns of the 

- laſt days, we would rejoice, like Habakkuk, upon ablolute i} 

f principles, that The Won, of krone is the ſpirit of 1 
prophecy 5.“ _ 

q Turning to the page of prophecy, we anxiouſly inquire, i 

- Is the ſixth trumpet near the cloſe? are the witneſſes ſlain | | 

4 and riſen ? is the tenth part of the city,'the Pope's tempo- . | | 

, ral power, fallen? is the expiration of the ſecond wo, the || 

| diſſolution of the Ottoman empire, at hand ? is the ſeventh Ii 

- peers gn about to found ? or is s the commencement of the | 

; | 

. : vinwalds, Fg « The time is not exc; the tines chat the Looks houſe ſhall be built. * 

t « For the ſtone crieth out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber, chiding our 

2 delays.” Flag. i. 2. Hab. ii. IT. Whillt the human race, once a glorious temple, are 

f in ruins, can any of the Lord's people, of whatever ſtation, withhold their perſonal 

· aſſiſtance? Time is flying, and ſinners are periſhing around us, and in the heathen 

E world. Were it preſcribed to ele& angels, and the believing daughters of Adam to 

i. preach the goſpel, Chriſt, humanly ſpeaking, ſhould not have been ſo ſtraitened for 

13 labourers. Hence, with what aſtoniſhment and. regret, muſt they behold our ſupine- 

ſe | neſs. Since the preaching of the goſpel is devolved, excluſively, on the believing ſons 

of of Adam, with what zeal and readineſs ſhould we engage and perſevere,” The deſire 

Jy in many places for hearing the goſpel ſhould animate us to a zealous activity.“ Be- 

To hold I fay unto vou, Liſt up 80 eyes, and look on 18 fields; for oy are white 

- already to harveſt.” John iv. 35. | 

0 2 Jerem. xlvii. 6. + Pſalms huge ro. Matthew 3 xvi. 18. | Job XXXVIIi. IT, 


$ Hab. iii. 17, 18, ad Revelation xix, 10. 


ae 
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angel "Y BY in the midſt of heaven, the Chriſtian church, - 


intimated by the efforts making for propagating the goſ- 
pel? is the cordiality, begun of late among believers of 


different denominations, a preſage that the woman, the 
church, is returning from her wilderneſs? Then ſhall the 


ſeven angels, goſpel miniſters, - with the laſt plagues, 
againſt Antichriſt, in their vials, come in pure garments, 


out of the temple to expel the Gentiles, the votaries of 


Rome papal, from the outer court; then, true believers 
ſhall be endowed with higher degrees of ſpiritual. know- 
ledge and joy, which is meant by the temple being open- 
ed, and the Ark of the teſtimony ſeen ; then, the delu- 
ſions of the man of fin, by the pouring out of the vials, 


ſhall be detected and reprobated ; then Rome, the ſeat of 
the beaſt, ſhall be deſtroyed ; then, the Jews, the kings 
of the caſt, ſhall be converted; then, the battle of Arma- 


geddon, which deſtroys the ſon of perdition, ſhall ſucceſſ- 
tully be fought, as ſuppoſed, in Judea, by the converted 
Jews ; then, Satan ſhall be bound a thouſand years ; then, 
peace ſhall reign over the world, that mankind may be 
ſerenely prepared for the Millennial glory of the church, 

exhibited in a viſion to John in Patmos, by a captivating 
and ſplendid repreſentation. ** And I, John, ſaw the holy 
city, 'new Jeruſalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her huſband *,” 
(See the laſt twelve chapters of the Revelation.) To ac- 
celerate this grand era of the church, one diſpenſation 
marches hard upon the heels of another. Hence we be- 


hold Prophecy travailing as in mighty throes, to exhibit 


to open view the myſteries concealed in her womb for 
ages; while the Lord's people, by prayer, by liberality, 
by co-operation, by Miſſionary efforts, lend their aſſiſt- 


ance. Nor are partial failures to intimidate from activity 


and perſeverance. 

Reflect with ſerious candour, you who are regardleſs 
of God's glory, and man's felicity. . Dare you place your 
indifference, contempt, or oppoſition, i in the way of pro- 


pagating the goſpel ? God is doing terrible things among 


the nations. Let ſinners in Zion be afraid. Shall we pro- 
voke him to ſweep us from the earth by, the beſſom of 
deſtruction? What havock has his juſtice my me 
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manifeſtations of his glory in promoting the ſalvation of 
men; let the hiſtory of the church, and of the world, 


ſince the death of the firſt-born in Egypt, to our own. day, 


record and atteſt. Having condignly chaſtiſed all who had 
ever reſiſted him, his ſtrength is not yet exhauſted. He 
acts from uncreated power, according to the dictates of 


justice. His hand is ſtretched out ill T.“ If it fall 
upon us in vengeance, we thall find, © That wo is to him 


who ſtriveth with his maker f.“ From bitter experience, 
we ſhall have an eternity,“ To know the power of his 


anger $.” Hence, let us examine ourſelves, whether any . 


part of our conduct reſpecting the fpread of the goſpel ex- 
poſe us to the anathemas of inſpiration. “ Curſe ye 


_ Meroz, (ſaid the angel of the Lord) curſe ye bitterly the 


inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty 55.” 


. 


1 - Iſaiah v. 25. Iſaiah Av. 9. $ Pſalms xc. 11. Judges v. 23. 


5 Shall they who profeſs to be miniſters of the goſpel, individually or collectively, 


employ any means to oppoſe and counteract the benevolent efforts of thoſe who la- 
bour indefatigably to publiſh the bleſſed name of Jeſus of Nazareth, whether at home 
or abroad ?* Such perſons ought to reflect upon the fearful doom of a chief governor 
in the houſe of the Lord; when he ſmote Jeremiah, and put him in the ſtocks. « The 
Lord,” faith the inſpired prophet, * hath not called thy name Paſhur, but Magor- 


miſſabib. For behold, ſaith the Lord, I will make thee a terror to thyſelf, and to all 


thy friends.” Jeremiah xx, Is not that charity which thinketh no evil, ſtaggered, 
when we behold thoſe, who, upon other occaſions, expreſs great zeal for the cauſe of 
Chriſt, joining iſſue, and co-operating with the meaſures which the mere men of this 
world employ, when they plot againſt the Lord and his Anointed ? Would not the 
ſpirit of John the Baptiſt, and that of the holy Apoſtle Paul, be much more becoming 
their profeſſions and their office? If Chriſt increaſe, if the goſpel of God's grace be 
preached, what matters it by whom, when or where, or after what manner? Or why 
ſhould the goſpel, if it be even preached out of envy, add afflict ion to our bonds ? John 
iii. 25. to the end. Philippians i. 15—19. If the ſheep are brought into the ſheep- 
fold, if the goſpel harveſt is gathered, let us join the church triumphant with our 
feeble voices on earth, while they in heaven, in louder accents and in higher ſtrains, 
rejoice in the preſence of their Father over every {inner that repenteth. Love to Jeſas, 
and to immortal ſouls, produces this benevolent and catholic diſpoſition. ' Let thoſe, 
therefore, who cheriſh contrary ſentiments, conſider what was ſaid to the ſons of Eli, 
who ate of the fat of the ſacrifice, and yet kicked at the ſacrifice of the Lord, and at 
the offering which he commanded in his habitation. «4 Them that honour me, I will 
honour; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 1 Sam. ii. 29, 30. 

It has often been matter of ſurpriſe to many of the children of God, who were un- 


acquainted with the general maxims of eccleſiaſtical policy, and who have had little 


opportunity of obſerving the uniform effe& which they have upon the minds of even 
pious men; upon what principle, either expreſsly laid down or implied in the holy 
ſcriptures, the conduct of many who preach the goſpel can be accounted for. While 
they refuſe their pulpits to thoſe whom they ſcruple not to call, and even eſteem as 
the Lord's people; they moſt cheerfully admit thoſe whom they not only ſuſpect, but 
know, and in their convetſation frequently lament, as open oppoſers of the ſreeneſs of 
the grace of God, It would be impoſſible to ſtate in a note the ſteps by which this 
partial and narrow, and contracted ſpirit, has ſo much obtained in Scotland. When 
that eminent ſervant of God, Mr, George Whiteficld, was the mean of rendering 


— 


among nations, and individuals, who have oppoſed the 
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Should we neither love nor obey Chriſt, and ſhould we, 


inſtead of aſſiſting, combine our ſtrength in oppoſing his 


| ; | XL . 
ſuch important ſervices to the church of Chriſt in this country, thoſe whoſe duty it 
wras to ſtrengthen his hands, aud to lend every aſſiſtance in their power to ſecond 
his endeavours, gave all the oppoſition they could to prevent him from publiſhing 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to periſhing ſinners. The oppoſition was not confined 
to our Eſtabliſument. Thoſe who had diſſented from the national church, were as 
zcalous, and, certainly, more uncharitable, and harſh in the terms which they ap- 
ylied to him. Does any chriſtian view, the conduct af theſe bodies of men in any 


ther light, than as parallel to that of the diſciples, when they wiſhed that our Lord 
would command fire to come down from heaven and conſume the Samaritans ? The 
rebuke which he gave them is very applicable to our preſent ſubject ; © Ye know not 


what manner of ſpirit ye are of.” Luke ix: 54. Upon another occaſion they object 
againſt one who caft out devils in the name of Jeſus, becauſe he followed not them: 
there is no man which ſhall do a miracle in my name that can lightly ſpeak evil of 
me, Mark ix. 38—43: It deſerves here to be noted, that Mr. Whitefield was the 
$:cft who attempted to ſet afide thoſe prejudices which the greater number of pious 
people in Scotland had foſtered againſt Epiſcopacy, and an Epiſcopal Clergyman; and 


boldly to avow, that ſuch petty diſtinctions deferve to be deſpiſed by all the truly 


zealous publiſhers of the doctrine of grace. The fiberality of our times is certainly 
more free from the ſhackles of bigotry, than thoſe to which we now refer; but it is 
_ farely a very uncommon circumſtance, that our eſtabliſhed preſbyterian church 


Mould refuſe their pulpits to thoſe who are members of the ſame: church with Him, 


without whom, either in perſon or by his Repreſentative, they cannot hold the chief 
eccleſiaſtical Court of the Nation I may be worthy of remark, that the church of 
England, high as her notions are with regard to the prieſthood, does not treat either 
2 Lutheran or a Papiſt, in the harſh manner that fome late deciſions of that court 
2reat all, without exception, who differ from them. Thoſe circa ſacra, who firſt 
planned the late ſtrange proceedings, will have ſome difficulty to reconcile their pre- 
tent ecnduct with their former eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, or with that loyalty and 
attachment to his Majeſty they generally profeſs. How ſtrange, then, mult it found 
in the ears of every Engliſhman, in the ears of many in Scotland, in the ears of 
every candid and thinking perſon, what many of thoſe men are not ſhy in declaring, 
that all thoſe who differ from them in church politics, are diſaffected to the State“ 

The attention of the religious world has been much directed of late, to the ſubject 


of lay preaching. lt muſt have been obſerved by the intelligent reader, that we have 


fudiouſly avoided the diſcuſſion of this queſtion. There can be no harm, however, 
in obſerving, that we have in general a. pardonable vanity in quoting the authority 
ef thoſe laymes, who have beſtowed ſome attention upon the ſcriptures, and have 
rendered eminent ſervice to the church. Many of theſe men have been the greateſt 
itatefmen and philoſophers the world hath produced ; for example, Grotius, Paſcal, 
Boyle, Newton, Locke, Addiſon, Preſident Forbes, Weſt, Lyttelton, and Wilber- 
force. We never heſitate to quote what theſe men have written; and as the opinions 
of Clergymen are ſuppoſed by the world to be influenced by the intereſt they have in 
keeping up the peculiarities of the goſpel, it is not unfrequent, that reference is made 
to theſe illuſtrious characters. But from the ſpirit which ſeems to prevail at preſent, 
if the ſame men were now to preach what they have printed, and the difference is 
much leſs than is generally imagined, there are many, who have not the one half of 
their ſcripture knowledge, nor of their ability to communicate what they know, who 
would anathematize their perſons, their writings, and their conduct. Shall we act 
in fuch a manner, as to give occaſion to the candid and the obſerving to conclude, 


that we are better pleaſed that our fellow creatures ſhould live under the miniſtry of 


thofe who are enemies to the croſs of Chrit, and go to hell blindfolded, than that 
the glad tidings of great joy ſhould be publiſhed by laymer ? When we lay our hand 
upon our beart, in the preſence of tlie Searcher of bearts, can we, dare we ſay, that 
our zeal ariſes from a pure regard for the truth? or is it not to be feared, that it 
proceeds from the ſame contracted and impolitic principle, upon which all Zncorpora- 
tic act? A moſt ſtriking exemplification of what we here allude to is recorded in 
the nineteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, in the caſe of Demetrius, who, 
vpon a certain occaſion, thought the craft in danger! Is this chriſtian benevolence? 


2 


honour and felicity to be employed in his ſervice. * For 
I fay unto you, that God is able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up 
children to ADTARAI'S . che ane 1 voice of 


Eſpir ation 107 8 the ber in the tent. 8 
commanded to pray, hy kingdom come 8, an indil- 
putable ſanction is attached to the duty preſcribed. That 
the Father hath given the heathen as à Mediatorial inherit- 
ance to his Son J,“ that Chriſt, upon his reſurrection, 
Vas inveſted with all power in heaven and in earth; that 
on his glorification he commenced the conqueſt +; that 
he is conquering {till} *; that his goſpel ſhall be univerſal jj; 
and that he will be preſent with his miniſters in all ages to 
the end of time ; we are furniſhed - with every thing 
neceſſary to guide our underſtanding, ſtrengthen our faith, 
animate our hope, command our obedience, and excite 
in us indefatigable perſeverance in propagating the got 

pel. Hence, thoſe who are deaf to the voice of Moſes, 


_ 


text, Should one riſe from the dead J“. ” 


Having thus 1 ſome apparent a which 


„ may intimidate many believers from preaching. the goſ- 
a pel; endeavoured ſcripturally to obviate what is merely 
e circumſtantial i in thoſe difficulties; and pointed out ſome 
S important circumſtances inſeparably connected with propa- 
e gating the goſpel, which furniſn powerful motives to en- 
3 force the exhortation ;—lt now only remains that we make 
2 a few obſervations by way of improvement. 
0 We are taught from this paſſage, that Chriſt is peculiarly 
U 
te intereſted in propagating the goſpel. For, while his love 
nt, to ſinners brought him to our world ; while under the 
18 
of influence of that love he bled, groaned, and died; dur- 
4 Or are we not led to adopt the language of the, Patriarch, when addreſſing two of 
Js his own ſons, whom he tenderly, loved? O my ſoul, come not thou into > che le- 
of cret; unto their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united.” Gen. xlix. 6. Reader, 
bh | if theſe ſentiments de not correſpond with yours, we refer you to the candid and 
00" ſenſible opinion of Gamaliel, a zealous Phariſec. and a learned doctor of the law, 
hat who recommended patience And forbearance to the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, notwithſtand- 
t it ing that the preaching of the apoſtles ſtruck at the very foundation of the religious 


principles which he profeſſed—at a law originally given by God, and which had 
been countehanced by him for ages. Acts v. 33—41. 

Matt. iii. 9. § Matt, vi. 10. J Pſal. ii. 8. t Matt. xxviii. 18. .+ Ads 
* Rev. vi. 2. [Matt. xxiy, 14. Matt. xxviu. 20. 7“ Luke xvi. 31. 
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goſpel, he will have admirers who wilt deem it- their 


— the prophets, would deſpiſe the exhortation in the 


ſ 


SN 
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ing his perſonal miniſtry he preached the goſpel with in. 
defatigable zeal. He enjoined his diſciples to imitate his 


example. While you preach, earneſtly pray for more 
labourers.” And in your itinerancy, while you are civil 
to all, that you may redeem time, Salute no man by the 
way.” Let fervent zeal and activity guard you againſt 
neglecting opportunities of doing Faw + See how the un- 
godly, being unconcerned for eternity, by their faſhion- 
able vanities are deliberate murderers of time.** * Be not 
conformed to this world, whoſe: faſhion paſſeth away *.*” 
„For I, your Lord and employer, know the value of 
time, of ſouls, and of your office and enterprize.” _ 


It is Chriſt's prerogative, * To thruſt out labourers 


into his harveſt.” Who is the mortal that uſurps the 


prerogative of the King of Kings? Hence we, who are 
in the miniſtry, ſhould examine the principles and means 
by which we have been introduced into the vineyard. 
£« What doſt thou here, Elijah ?”” is an important queſ- 
tion f. Is there a rational, a religious, and filial neceſſity, 
pur upon us by the providence of God, the operation of 
his grace, and the prevailing inclination of our own 
minds, that with our temporal and ſpiritual enjoyments 
there is mingled a ſenſible wo if we preach not the goſ- 
pel !? Then, whether our talents and opportunities be 
few or many, occupying with prudent zeal, we will mani. 


feſt in our conduct a fixed reſolution to promote the in- 


tereſt of pure and undefiled religion. To be labourers 


together with God is moſt honourable |]. But while a 
pure miniſtry is the greateſt bleſſing ; there cannot be a 


greater curſe than a corrupt. Hence, dogs, foxes and 
wolves, are introduced in ſcripture to repreſent the 
greedy, the cunning, the deſtructive hireling &. Are 


there any hirelings within theſe walls? To obtain pardon 


for your original, actual, but eſpecially your official tranſ- 


greſſion, fly to the blood of ſprinkling, which, hitherto, 


you haveabuſed and deſpiſed. Or are you determined to 
fink eternally in the blackneſs of darkneſs ? under the guilt 
of a murdered Saviour, murdered truths, and murdered 


ſouls of men! Treat not this warning with deriſion, neither 


Rom. xii, 2. 1 Cor. vii. 31. + 1 Kings xix. 9. 4 1 Cor. ix. 16. Cor. We 9 


§ Ifa, lvi. 10, IT, 13. Ezek. xiii, 3, 4. Matt. vii. 75. 


tually concerned. Perhaps there is not a man out of hell, 
whoſe caſe is more deſperate than an unconverted mini- 
ſter. Ruſhing into the harveſt without being engaged by 
Chriſt, he inſults the Godhead, and grieves the genera- 


tion of the righteous ; elated by his learning, and the 


_ dignity which his office attaches to his perſon, it muſt be 
a very uncommon ſtretch of ſovereign grace which pardons 
and transforms to the image of Jeſus ſuch a monſter of 
iniquity. Hence, of the moſt flagitious ſinners, the con- 
verſion of a carnal miniſter, becauſe rare, is the greateſt 
wonder. Therefore, let the Lord's children in the mi- 
niſtry, and of whatever denomination before me, under- 
ſtand what theſe words mean; Lay hand ſuddenly on 
no man, neither be partaker of other mens ſins ; keep 
thyſelf pure “.“ I ſpeak as to wiſe men, judge ye what 
I fay 4.” : FTE | rol 


For the miniſtry is ſolemn, perilous, and arduous ; and 


hence many of thoſe fitteſt for it, muſt frequently be thruſt 


out into it. It is compared to the toil of harveſt. The 
fruits of the earth muſt be taken in ſeaſon, elſe they periſh ; 


- with immortal ſouls may be in eternity, with what fidelity 
: ſhould we act! How faithful and laborious were the pro- 
: phets, our Lord, and his apoſtles f. Hence the admo- 
. nition, © Meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 
x to them ; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed 
"We unto thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine; continue in them: 
1 for in doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf and them 
5 that hear thee—Preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
M$ out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
7 ſuffering and doctrine .“ But as there may be ſome in 


the miniſtry who are laborious, reſpectable, and uſeful, 
as Judas may be ſuppoſed to have been, and yet ſtrangers 
to ſaving grace; as we may be ready to deceive ourſelves. 
by aſcribing to perſonal godlineſs the ſtrength and fervour 
we enjoy 1n official duties ; leſt in the end we prove re- 


ix. 4. Gal. iv. 19. || 1 Tim. iv. 15, 16. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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deem the ſpeaker dictatorially arrogant: for we are mu- 


ſo with the ſouls of men. Hence, whatever part of our 
function we are executing, as the next interview we have 
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probate, how neceſſary to copy the jealous circumſpec- 
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tion which Paul uniformly e toward himſelc! | 
« But 1 keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjection: 
leſt that by any means, when I have preached to ONES, 
I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- away *, bg 


ow Goſpel hearers, the great THEY are „ in 
the commiſſion to the Seventy diſciples. Are we all true 
believers? Then we love God, his word, his people; and, 
| being zealous of good works, we hate ſin, and to get rid 
of its remaining influence, As new born babes we de- 
fire the ſincere milk of the word f. Bleſſed are the 
people who are in ſuch a caſe, Who are thus exerciſed. 
Or are we regardleſs how we apprehend truth, and what 
miniſtry we attend ! ? ſure we are yet in our ſins. Nor Will 
it juſtify us in the day of the Lord. while we bave the 
ſcriptures, that a blind guide has led us aſtray | : while 
periſning under a faithful miniſtry will ſubje& us to more 
ſevere puniſhment than that ſuſtained by the inhabitants 
| of Sodom and Gomorrah ; who this moment are in ever- 
| laſting burnings $. Read the. chapter of which our text 
is a part; read the tenth and eleventh of Matthew ; hear 
the lips of Jeſus, which never exaggerated, deſcribing the 
tremendous guilt and puniſhment of goſpel deſpiſers. 
Then ye who reſemble the periſhing harveſt, hearken to 
our words: lay them to heart: we may never addreſs you 
again, may never ſee you, till we meet you before the 
great white throne, either in the image of the Divine Judge, 
or arrived, in fin, at perfect conformity to your father the 
devil. You may take up the lamentation of the ancient 
church,“ The harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended, and 
we are not ſaved ſl ” Are there ſome of vou, in grey 
hairs, about entering into the eternal world in a ſtate of 
| unregeneracy, and under the guilt of a deſpiſed goſpel? 4 
Will you be ſo diſhonouring to the Godhead, and cruel 
to yourſelves? Or will the young extend their contempt 
of the goſpel, till they have conſumed the prime of life in 
the ſervice of fin? © Beware therefore, leſt that come 
ON upon you, which is ſpoken of 3 in the prophets, Behold, 
Fe deſpiſers, and Sealer, and periſh ©.” Look and cry W 5 
to Jeſus a, peradventure he may yet be gracious, 
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notwithſtanding your long contempt of his atonement: 
We affure you he waits to be gracious; and, therefore, 
whilft he is this moment, as amidſt the golden candle- 
ſticks, walking amongſt us, with his eyes as a flame of 
fire beholding the moſt ſecret actings of our mind toward 
him, we articulate in your hearing the meſſage with which 
we are intruſted. I, Jeſus, have fent mine angel, to 


_ teſtify unto you theſe things in the churches; I am the 


root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morn- 
ing ſtar. And the Spirit and the bride ſay, Come. And 
let him that heareth ſay, Come. And let him that is 


athirſt, Come. And whoſoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely *.” That ſuch gracious tidings may 


be rendered ect A to your foul, may He apply to 


your cafe, with a ſaving energy, the Pointed addreſs by 


which, in the days of his fleſh, he arreſted the mind of an 


| amiable and learned Jew. * Yerily, verily, I ſay unto 


thee, except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the king- 
dom of God f. 38 | | 


275 conclude : How ſhould the Lord's poop,” of what- 


ever denomination, unite their exertions in ſpreading the 
goſpel ? There is no ſubject for diſputation involved in our 


commiſſion ; neither are we called to harangue upon 
politics, nor to undertake the civil conquelt of kingdoms. 
My kingdom is not of this world 1.“ To plant in every 
clime the olive branch of the Croſs, on whoſe leaves may 
be read, © Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 


peace, and good- will to men ||,” is a more noble employ- 


ment; to be ackuated by the doctrines taught beneath 


its ſhade, renders us good men, loyal ſubjects, and good 
citizens. Nor can we ſucceed in this important work, 


without cheriſhing a ſpiritual and lively ſenſe of the doc- 
trines of the croſs in our own hearts. For the more we 


incorporate vital religion with our views and enterprizes, 


our ſympathy for periſhing ſinners becomes more feeling- 
ly extenſive, and our zeal in affording them aſſiſtance 


more intrepid and perſevering. Obſerving unconverted 


ſinners, in our families, congregations, cities, or king- 


dom, how deeply muſt we be affected! Are they not every 


moment in danger of everlaſting burninge! ? Having, by 


* Rev. xXxii. 16, 17. + John iii. * 4 John XViii. 36. | Luke ii. 14. 
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converting grace, eſcaped the conflagration ourſelves, muſt 


wee not be anxious to make known to them the means of 
fſalvation? Ignorant of their danger, we ſhould be excit- 
. ed to more activity in their behalf? They may treat our 
concern for them with deriſion, and charge us with un- 


neceſſary officiouſneſs. Inſtigated, by natural enmity, and 


the devices of Satan, againſt God and their beſt intereſts, 
they exhibit to our view an affecting portraiture of what 


we have once been. So ſpeaks Paul, For we ourſelves 
alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerv- 
ing divers luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 


hateful, and hating one another *,”” Who made us 


differ ? But for the waſhing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the holy Ghoſt, we ſhould ever have continued 


hateful and hating one another. We, therefore, cheer- 


fully lay our account with reproach, and perſecution, even 
from the very ſinners we would anxiouſly pluck as brands 
from the burning. Once the truth engages their mind, 


they will ſee, and think, and act otherwiſe, When we 


behold them in glory, we ſhall poſſeſs and exchange mu- 


tual gratitude and delight for what the Lord hath wrought. | 
This ſympathetic activity for periſhing ſinners around 


us, will naturally lead to commiſerate the heathen. When, 
notwithſtanding the advantages we enjoy, error and vice 
are ſo prevalent at home, what ſhall become of the regions 


of paganiſm ? Being trauſgreſſors of the holy law, ſubject 


to miſeries of body and mind in the preſent world, ſtrangers 
to the origin of fin, to the ſcheme of redemption, to the 
conſolations of the goſpel, to the realities beyond the grave; 
what unexpected terror muſt ſeize them when encircled by 
flames prepared for the devil and his angels! Where 
there is no viſion, the people periſh f. „For as many as 
have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh without law“ 


Yet there is hope in Iſrael reſpecting the heathen. For 


Chriſt is a light to lighten the Gentiles ||. Their preſent 
ſituation pleads at our bar as with the thrilling cry of a 


periſhing man; Come over and help us$.” While 


they cry from danger, Chriſt, from compaſſion, com, 
mands us, Preach the goſpel to every creature .“ 
Then, can we reſiſt the love and command of Jeſus ? Can 


. Tit. iti. 3, 4, 5. 1 Cor. iv. 7. + Prov. xxix. 18. f Rom. ii. 12. I Luke 
il. 32. § Ads xvi. 19. J Mark xvi. 15. | BENE 
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our bowels unmoved ſtare upon the heathen ruſhing on 


eternal woe? Or are we void of gratitude? God'commits 


the propagation of the goſpel to his people, beſtows upon 
them gifts and graces for the taſk, preſerves the world ini 
exiſtence, and prorogues the day of judgment till they 
have obeyed his mandate“. Whence can he get labour- 
ers, who can rightly Mods the word of truth, who can 
take pity on periſhing ſinners, if believers refuſe 1 Is there 


any Jonah among us who refuſes going to Nineveh? Or 
are we placed ſo near the frigid Zone, that, ſtrangers to 


the ſweet influences of Pleiades, we reſemble the moun- 


- tains of Gilboah ? ſo ſeldom enjoying the ſmiles of Maz- 


zaroth, that the cords of Orion have enthralled our zeal ? 
Is our fortitude fo over-awed, that the frowns of Arcturus 
and his Sons have made our activity ſhrink into ſupine- 
neſs ||? No: The promiſes of Jehovah place us on equal 
terms with thoſe dwelling in happier climes; I will ſay 


to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep not back 


bring my ſons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
of the earth $.” To accompliſh this, and ſuch paſſages 


in our caſe, the ſovereignty of God was peculiarly diſplay- 


ed in the ſteps by which the light of Revelation has diſ- 
pelled from our land the darkneſs, under whoſe wings 
horrid cruelties had their retreat without moleſtation. 


In Aſia he placed man originally J, and made it for ages 
the land of wonders. In Judea, in JeruſWens, the Moſaic 


\ 


* Matthew x. 8. 


+ of many of the Lord's people reſpecting the preaching of the goſpel, becauſe @ 


relative circumſtances, it may be ſaid as of David in building the Temple. 1 Kings 
viii. 18, They do well that it is in their heart, and their children, like Solomon, 
may accompliſh their deſire. * Hence, let pious parents imitate Abraham's pattern 
reſpecting their houſehold. Gen. xviii, Let Hannah devote her Samuel to Sanctuary 


. work, I Sam. i. Let Lois and Eunice teach the ſcriptures to their Timothy, 2 Tim. 


i. iii. Nor ſhould opportunities of a finiſhed education be lighted ; which, with re- 


ligious inſtruction, may bring youth as near to a fitneſs for the miniſtry, as human 


effort is concerned. Thus far parents may proceed, Jeaving conſequences to the 


Lord, while their religious prudence may decide how far they ſhould conſider them- 


ſelves warranted to advance, did they perceive no tokens of regeneration about their 
children. Had pious parents been more conſcientious in this reſpect, Chriſt, we pre- 
ſume, ſhould not have been ſo ſtraitened for labourers, nor ſhould his vineyard have 
been ſo crowded with hirelings. From Sabbath Schools, however, may we not, in 

courſe of time, expect a ſupply? And ſurely the opulent among the godly have a 
favourable opportunity for diſcovering genius and piety among boys in theſe uſeful 


Inſtitutions, which they may be inſtrumental in cheriſhing to maturity for the har- 
veſt of Chriſt, Come, then, and take your Moſes from penury and obſcurity, and 
_ appoint him to be nouriſhed and taught in all the learning and wiſdom of Science. 
| Exod, ii. | 


1 2 Sam. i, 21. ] Job xxxvil, 28—33. | 5 tha, lit 6. 1 Gen. ii.  $—18. 
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diſpenſation flouriſhed till the advent of the Meſſiah. Theres 
was the Lord of glory born, and crucified. "Thence have 
founded the glad tidings of great joy unto all people. 
Thus directing our eye to the part which gave birth ts 
the viſible caufes of our redemption, wonder and gratitude 
muſt actuate our minds. Beholding the goſpel rejected in 
Aſia, penetrating through Africa, and the ſtorm of per. 
fecution wafting it from the ſouthren parts of Europe to 
dur nothern. clime, whether fhall we exclaim, O the 
wickednefs of men ! O the ſovereignty of God! Confider- 
ing that, as the goſpel was deſpiſed, the Prince of darkneſs ö 
was re-eſtabliſhing his kingdom ; that where Chriſtian 
churches, of Jews and Gentiles, had once flouriſhed, we 
can fcarcely trace a veſtige of undefiled religion; muſt not 
our bowels be moved? while we are ourſelves pointedly 
admoniſhed, Be not high minded, but fear *.” Can 
we remain idle ſpectators of the ravages committed by 
Satan among men? Verily we are guilty. But how long? 
Embracing Jews and Gentiles, let us offer them the goſ- KF/ 
pel, which fome of their progenitors rejected, and which 
others of them brought to our unenlightened fathers. How 
+ countleſs the number gone to heaven, from Europe, 
Britain, Scotland, the city in which I now ſpeak, and 
from among our relatives and friends, fince the day on 
which Jeſus was crucified in Aſia !—how many of the off. 
fpring of thoſe who heard and believed, or heard and be- 
lieved not, as thoſe who never heard his goſpel, have ſince 
that period gone to everlaſting puniſhment !'Fhe whole 
inhabited globe commands our ſympathy, our exertions. 
Hence, O believer, <* Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art; north-ward, and fouth- 
ward, and eaſt-ward, and weſt-ward || ;** and thou ſhalt 
command a more extenſive. proſpect than did Abraham. 
And while we are commanded to preach the goſpel to the 
ends of the earth, the enjoyment of Chriſt's preſence, to 
fupport us and ſucceed our enterprize, ſhall accompany 
us to the end of time 8. Therefore, awake, awake, 
put on thy ſtrength, O Zion, put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments, O Jeruſalem the holy city Shake thyſelf from 
the duſt: ariſe, and fit down, O Jeruſalem : looſe thyſelf 
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion, 


* ö 
Romans xi. 2. 1 Gen, Xu, I4s $ Matthew XX YU. 19, 20. 
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done availeth much; and is the leaſt, being. the Lord's 


people, we can do. Time is ſhort. Our little names ſhall _ : 
ſoon be forgotten, and our toils be ended. We muſt | 
make way for another generation. Our Judge may this 


moment declare, thou ſhalt be no longer ſteward. The 


ages of eternity are before us. The ways of God to- 

wards us and others, with whom we are connected, may _ 
remain complicated in the preſent world: How little a 
portion of his ways is heard of $. . But the light of an 


eternal day ſhall diſplay to our admiring gratitude, the 


ſteps through which we have been led, the means by. 


which we have been brought to the Saviour, and the 
gracious fruits produced by our efforts in time: Eſpecial- 


p ly, when the goſpel has been publiſhed throughout all the 


earth, when the eleCtion of grace is prepared for glory, 


when all intelligent worlds are judged, when the ſyſtem 


of nature is remanded to its original nonentity, when the 
pendulum of time is ſuſpended in the ceaſeleſs movement 
of eternity, and when we join the redeemed myriads, in 


reverential triumph ſhouting hallelujahs around the throne. 


| r, 2. hy. 2c0SH 3 
* Ve will ſurely ſay unto me this proverb: Phyſician, heal thyſelf.” Luke tv. 


23. The author having the Gaelic, but no call for it in his preſent charge, does he 
, conſcientiouſly diſpoſe of himſelf in the ſtation in which he might be moſt uſeful ? _ 
Replied : Being ſatisfied that God fixed the bound of his habitation at Banff, he de- 


ſires to occupy till his Maſter come. Acting accordingly, and ſenſible of the deplor- 
able ſituation of many of his countrymen, and having a talent of no ſervice here, but 
for which account muſt be rendered in the day of the Lord, a call to improve it be- 
ing his prevailing, his ardent deſire, he adopts the language of Iſaiah, (vi. 8.) „ Here 
am |, fend me.” N . 

$ Job xxvi. 14. | 
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Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them ſtretch fortn 
the curtains of thine habitations: ſpare not, lengthen thy 
cords, and ſtrengthen thy ſtakes 1. Hence, let all of us, 
ho favour the duſt of Zion, eſpecially faithful miniſters, - 
combining in prayer, influence, wealth, and perſon, con- 
ſcientiouſly diſpoſe of ourſelves in the circumſtances and 
ſtations -by which we can-moſt extenſively promote the 
glory of God, and the beſt intereſt of men l. Our feeble 
efforts, it may be ſaid, are of little avail. Granted; but - 
let us join them that turn the battle to the gate of the. 
prince of darkneſs. In the text, we are commanded” to 
pray the Lord of the harveſt for labourers. This rightly. 
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